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Amendment to  
 

Field Trial Rules and Standard 
Procedure for Pointing Breeds 

 
 

This insert is issued as a supplement to Field Trial Rules 
and Standard Procedure for Pointing Breeds upon the 
January 2006 vote by the Delegate Body. 

 
 

Effective: April 1, 2006 
 

CHAPTER 14. RULES FOR  
POINTING BREED TRIALS   

 
 

SECTION 2. Limited Gun Dog Stake (Open and/or 
Amateur) for dogs 6 months of age and over on the first 
advertised day of the trial which have placed first, 
second, third or fourth in any Gun Dog Stake, or a first 
place in an Open Derby stake. A field trial-giving club 
may give an Amateur Limited Gun Dog Stake in which 
places that qualify a dog have been acquired in Amateur 
Stakes only. The stake must be advertised as such in the 
premium list and any additional advertising that may be 
done.  
 
Limited All-Age Stake (Open and/or Amateur) for dogs 
6 months of age and over on the first advertised day of 
the trial which have placed first, second, third or fourth 
in any All-Age Stake, or a first place in an Open Derby 
stake. A field trial-giving club may give an Amateur 
Limited All-Age Stake in which places that qualify a 
dog have been acquired in Amateur Stakes only. When a 
club elects the latter option, the stake must be advertised 
as such in the premium list and any additional 
advertising that may be done.  
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Effective: April 1, 2006 
 

CHAPTER 14. RULES FOR  
POINTING BREED TRIALS   

 
 

Section 26. Pointing Breed Gun Dog Championship 
stakes consisting of a retrieving stake and a non-
retrieving stake may be held not more than once in any 
calendar year. The stakes shall be for dogs over 6 
months of age and registered with the AKC, which by 
reason of previous wins (and other qualifications as 
might be approved) qualify under regulations and 
procedures approved by the AKC Board of Directors. 
The stakes may be held by the AKC, a club or 
association formed for that purpose, or a combination of 
the AKC, a club or said association, which shall file an 
application for permission to run them under the 
regulations and procedures approved in advance by The 
American Kennel Club. Such qualifications, regulations 
and procedures which apply to the running of the 
Championship stakes shall be published in the premium 
list. The winners of these stakes shall be credited with 
championship points in accord with the schedule for 
Field Championships and shall be entitled to be 
designated "AKC Gun Dog Stake Champion of 20__" or 
"AKC Retrieving Gun Dog Stake Champion of 20__." 
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CHAPTER 13. WHAT HAS TO BE SENT TO THE 
AMERICAN KENNEL CLUB AFTER A FIELD 

TRIAL   
 

 
     The judging sheets, inserted in the covers of the 

judging book, signed judges' affirmations, and a 
full report of the trial, shall be sent to The 
American Kennel Club no later than seven days 
after the closing date of the trial. The club must 
retain all entry forms for a minimum of one year 
after the conclusion of the trial. An official 
catalog must be signed and certified by the 
Judges and Field Trial Secretary and marked 
with the placement awarded to the dog, beside 
the dog's name. Penalty for non-compliance will 
be twenty-five ($25.00) dollars, and five ($5.00) 
for each day's delay beyond the deadline, and 
other such penalties as may be imposed by the 
Board of Directors of the American Kennel 
Club. 
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FOREWORD

The American Kennel Club was formed princi-
pally for the protection and advancement of pure-
bred dogs.

The State of  New York by Special  Act  of  i ts
Legislature incorporated The American Kennel
Club and granted i t  a  char ter  in  Sect ion 2  o f
wh ich  the  ob jec t s  o f  the  corpora t ion  a r e
described to be “to adopt and enforce uniform
r ules regulating and gover ning dog shows and
field trials,  to regulate the conduct of persons
interested in exhibiting, running, breeding, reg-
istering, purchasing and selling dogs, to detect,
prevent, and punish frauds in connection there-
with, to protect the interests of its members, to
maintain and publish an of ficial stud book and an
of ficial kennel gazette, and generally to do ever y-
thing to advance the study, breeding, exhibiting,
r unning and maintenance of the purity of thor-
oughbred dogs.”

Section 2 of this char ter fur ther states that “for
these purposes it,” The American Kennel Club,
“shall have power to adopt a constitution, bylaws,
r ules and regulations, and enforce the same by
fines and penalties, which it shall have the right
to collect and enforce by suit, or by suspension or
expulsion from membership, or by a suspension
or denial of any or all of the privileges of said cor-
poration.”

Competition in conformation and per formance
events can best demonstrate the progress that
has been made in breeding for type and quality,
and/or for practical use, stamina and obedience.
The American Kennel Club has therefore adopt-
ed bylaws, rules and regulations by which to gov-
ern and administrate these events; the clubs that
wish to hold them; and the individuals who exhib-
it, compete or take par t in them. This book con-
tains such bylaws, rules and regulations as af fect
the above.
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CHAPTER l
GENERAL EXPLANATIONS

SECTION 1. The word “dog” wherever used in
these Field Trial Rules and Regulations includes
both sexes.

S E C T I O N 2 .  The  wor ds  “Un i ted  S ta tes  o f
America”  wherever  used in  these  Fie ld  T r ia l
Rules  and  Regula t ions  sha l l  be  constr ued  to
include a l l  ter r i tor ies  and possessions of  the
United States of America and all vessels sailing
under the American flag.

.
CHAPTER 2

FIELD TRIALS DEFINED

A MEMBER FIELD TRIAL is  a  f ie ld tr ia l  at
which championship  points  may be awarded;
given by a club or association which is a member
of The American Kennel Club.

A LICENSED FIELD TRIAL is a field trial at
which championship  points  may be awarded,
given by a  c lub or  associat ion which is  not  a
member of The American Kennel Club, but which
has been specia l ly  l icensed by The American
Kennel Club to give the specific field trial desig-
nated in the license.

A SANCTIONED FIELD TRIAL is an informal
field trial at which dogs may compete but not for
championship points, held by a club or associa-
tion, whether or not a member of The American
Kennel Club, by obtaining the sanction of The
American Kennel Club.

CHAPTER 3
MAKING APPLICATION TO HOLD A FIELD

TRIAL

SECTION 1. Each member club or association is
entitled to hold one show and/or one field trial a
year without payment of a fee to The American
Kennel Club, but must pay a fee of fifteen ($15.00)
dol lars  for  each other show and/or f ie ld tr ia l
which it may hold during the same calendar year.

SECTION 2. Each member club or association
which has held a field trial or field trials in any
one year shall have first right to claim the corre-
sponding dates for its trial or trials to be held in
the next succeeding year.

4
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SECTION 3. A member club or association must
apply to The American Kennel Club for leave to
hold a field trial,  stating in the application the
day or days upon which and the place where it
desires to hold such field trial. This application
will be referred to the Board of Directors of The
American Kennel Club which will consider the
same and notify the member club or association
of its approval or disapproval of the dates and
place selected.

SECTION 4. The use of a club’s name for field
trial purposes cannot be transferred.

SECTION 5. If a non-member club or association
wishes to hold a field trial it must apply to The
American Kennel Club, on a form which will be
suppl ied by The American Kennel  Club upon
request, for leave to hold such field trial stating
in the application the day or days upon which and
the place where it desires to hold such field trial
and giving to The American Kennel Club such
information with regard to the Constitution and
Bylaws, and the names of the of ficers and mem-
bers and the financial responsibility of the apply-
ing  non -member  c lub  or  assoc ia t ion  as  The
American Kennel Club may demand and shall pay
a l icense fee for the privi lege of holding such
field trial, the amount of which fee shall be fixed
and determined by the Board of Directors of The
American Kennel Club. This application will be
r e fer r ed  to  the  Boar d  o f  D i r ec tors  o f  The
American Kennel Club which will consider the
same and notify the non-member club or associa-
tion of its approval or disapproval of the dates
and place selected.

If the Board of Directors shall disapprove the
application, the license fee will  be retur ned to
said non-member club or association.

SECTION 6. A non-member specialty club may
be licensed to hold a field trial, if the consent in
wr i t ing  tha t  i t  may  be  g iven  f i r s t  sha l l  be
obtained from the member specialty club formed
for the improvement of the breed sought to be
run which first was admitted to be a member of
The American Kennel Club, which member club
is commonly known as the Parent Club.

If a Parent Club unreasonably shall withhold
its consent in writing to the holding of such field
trial the non-member specialty club may appeal

5
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to  the  Boar d  o f  D i r ec tors  o f  The  Amer ican
Kennel Club at any time after one month from the
time when said consent was requested and a com-
mittee of said Board appointed by said Board or
between sittings of said Board appointed by the
President of The American Kennel Club or in his
absence by the Executive Vice President of The
American Kennel Club shall hear the par ties who
may present their respective contentions either
orally or in writing and in its discretion may issue
a l icense to the non-member specialty club to
hold such field trial.

SECTION 7. If a member or nonmember club or
associat ion wishes to  hold a  sanct ioned f ie ld
trial, it must apply to The American Kennel Club
for leave to hold such field trial,  stating in the
application the date or dates upon which and the
place where it desires to hold such field trial, the
names and addresses of the of ficers of the club
or association, and the names and addresses of
the Judges. The application will be refer red to
the Board of Directors of The American Kennel
Club, which will consider the same and notify the
club or association of its approval or disapproval
of the dates, place and Judges selected. No fee is
charged by The American Kennel Club for hold-
ing a sanctioned field trial.

Sanctioned field trials shall be governed by such
simple rules and regulations as from time to time
shall be determined by the Board of Directors.

S E C T I O N 8 .  The  Boar d  o f  D i r ec tors  o f  The
American Kennel Club will not approve applica-
tions for field trials where dates conflict unless it
be shown that the granting of such application
will not work to the detriment of either field trial
club which has applied.

A club holding field trials must not adver tise or
publish the date of any field trial which it propos-
es to hold until that date has been approved by
The American Kennel Club.

SECTION 9. If circumstances prior to the first
day  o f  a  t r i a l  r equ i r e  a  c lub  to  change  the
appr oved  loca t ion  or  to  cance l  an  appr oved
licensed or member field trial, the club must noti-
fy the Field Trial Depar tment of The American
Kennel Club as expeditiously as possible, giving
good and suf f ic ient  reasons for  the proposed
location change or cancellation.

6
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Should circumstances during a trial preclude
prior AKC notification of a change in location or
the cancellation of the trial, a full repor t on such
action(s) must be made to the AKC within seven
days.

CHAPTER 4
RIBBONS AND PRIZES

SECTION 1. A club holding a licensed or mem-
ber field trial shall of fer prize ribbons or rosettes
of the following colors in the regular stakes:

First Prize—Blue.
Second prize—Red.     Four th prize—White.
Third prize—Yellow.  Special prize—Dark Green.

SECTION 2. Each ribbon or rosette at a licensed
or member field trial shall be at least 2 inches
wide and approximately 8 inches long and shall
bear on i ts  face a facsimile of  the seal  of  The
American Kennel Club, the words Field Trial, the
name of the prize, the name of the club holding
the field trial, and the date of the trial.

SECTION 3. If ribbons or rosettes are given at
Sanctioned Field Trials, or in nonregular stakes
at licensed or member field trials, they shall be of
the following colors:

First prize—Rose.
Second prize—Brown.
Third prize—Light Green.
Four th prize—Gray.
Special prize—A combination of any of 
these colors.

SECTION 4. If money prizes are of fered, a fixed
amount or a percentage of the entr y fee for each
prize shall be stated.

SECTION 5. All prizes not money which may be
of fered shall be accurately described or the value
stated.  Stud ser vices shal l  not  be accepted as
prizes.

CHAPTER 5
JUDGES

SECTION 1. Persons judging field trials are not
required to obtain licenses and a field trial club
may submit the name of any reputable person
who  i s  in  good  s tand ing  w i th  The  Amer ican

7
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Kennel Club for approval to judge at its field trial.
Such approved Judges may run dogs in any stakes
in which they are not judging, except as otherwise
provided for in these Rules.

As a condition of approval, all Judges must have a
record of having handled a dog or dogs to five (5)
placements in adult stakes in any Pointing Breed
field trials, exception being made for persons that
have judged ten (10) or more assignments at AKC
field trials.

In order to be approved to be published in the
premium list, the two Judges of each stake must
have a combined record of having judged at least
five (5) adult stakes in AKC-licensed or member
club trials.  For example, if one Judge has judged
two adult  stakes,  the second Judge must have
judged at least three adult stakes at AKC-licensed
and member club trials.

The following policies apply to all field trials
held on and after January 1, 2006.

Persons that have never judged an AKC field trial
must take a self-administered test prepared by AKC
and successfully apprenticed twice at AKC Licensed
or Member Club field trials at the stake level to be
judged or higher. Approved American Field Judges
are exempt from the apprentice requirement.

The AKC strongly recommends that all prospec-
tive Judges attend an AKC-sponsored field trial sem-
inar. Persons who have judged at ten (10) or more
field tr ials  are exempt from the f ive placement
requirement ,  the sel f -admininstered test  and
apprenticeship requirement.

SE C T I O N 1A. Apprentice Judges.  Just  as with
judges, it is strongly recommended that clubs select
as Apprentice Judges individuals with broad and
extensive background experience in handling and
working with Pointing Breeds in the field. All such
individuals are encouraged to educate themselves by
reading the Field T rial  Rules and Standard
Procedures for Pointing Breeds. In addition, they
must have placed a dog at the level that they intend
to apprentice. Apprentice Judges shall evaluate dogs
while under the supervision of the Judges, however
their opinions as to the dogs’ abilities shall not be
considered in any way by the Judges as part of their
of ficial evaluation. The Judges shall from time to
time invite the Apprentice Judge to discuss how
and/or why the Apprentice evaluated a dog the way
he or she did. Apprenticeships will not count as a
judging assignment. 

8
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When a club invites persons to judge, the club
shall at that time advise the prospective judges of
the club’s intent to have a person apprenticing at
the level that they are being requested to judge.
Clubs shall obtain the consent of the Judges accept-
ing the assignment at that level before authorizing
an Apprentice to judge. The event-giving club will
not be responsible for any Apprentice Judges’
expenses,  including but not l imited to:  travel ,
rooms, meals, providing a horse, etc.

SECTION 2. A substitute Judge may be appointed
by the Field Trial Committee holding the trial if it
is impossible for an adver tised Judge to fulfill or
complete his assignment. Such substitute or addi-
tional Judges shall be persons who are in good
standing with The American Kennel Club. Prompt
notification shall be sent to the AKC, in advance of
the trial if possible, of any substitute or additional
Judges of ficiating at a licensed or member trial,
and of the reasons for the change.

Note: In a trial in which the entr y is not
limited, either numerically or by the number
of available daylight hours, additional Judges
can be appointed by the Field Trial Committee
if the number of entries would other wise
prevent completion of the trial during the
days listed in the premium list, or if unfore-
seen circumstances arising after the sched-
uled time for star ting the trial would prevent
such completion.

SECTION 3. Before any advertised Judge shall be eli-
gible to judge a licensed or member field trial, he
shall first sign an agreement certifying that he has a
thorough knowledge of the Rules, Regulations and
Procedures, and will judge in strict accord with them.

SECTION 4. The decisions of the Judges shall be
final in all matters relating to the field trial per-
formance of the dogs. Full discretionar y power is
given to the Judges to withhold any or all awards
for want of merit.

CHAPTER 6
APPOINTMENT OF FIELD TRIAL SECRETARY

APPOINTMENT, RESPONSIBILITIES
AND AUTHORITIES

OF FIELD TRIAL COMMITTEE

SECTION 1. A club that has been granted permis-
s ion  by  The Amer ican  Kennel  Club  to  ho ld  a

9
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licensed or member field trial must appoint a Field
Trial Secretar y and submit his or her name to The
American Kennel Club for its records on a form
that will be supplied by the AKC. Any qualified
person who is in good standing with The American
Kennel Club may act as Field Trial Secretar y.

SECTION 2. A club that has been granted per-
mission by The American Kennel Club to hold a
l icensed or member f ield tr ia l  must  appoint  a
Field Trial Committee which will have complete
responsibility for the planning and conducting of
the trial. This committee shall be comprised of at
least five members of the club and may include
the Field Trial Secretar y.

SECTION 3. The Field Trial Committee and Field
Trial Secretar y shall be held responsible for com-
pl iance wi th  a l l  o f  the  Fie ld  T r ia l  Rules  and
Procedures except those coming under the sole
jurisdiction of the Judges, and must provide them-
selves with copies of the latest edition of this book.

SECTION 4. The Field Trial Committee of a club
holding a licensed or member trial shall have the
authority to decide upon any matter arising during
the running of the trial, except a matter coming
within the jurisdiction of the Judges, but such
committee decisions must be made in accord with
these Field Trial Rules and Standard Procedures.

CHAPTER 7
PREMIUM LISTS, ENTRY FORMS,

CLOSING OF ENTRIES, DRAWING OF ENTRIES

SECTION 1. After a club has been granted per-
mission by The American Kennel Club to hold a
licensed or member field trial and before its pre-
mium l i s t  i s  p r in ted ,  i t  mus t  send  to  The
American Kennel Club, for approval, two copies
of a Questionnaire Form (supplied by the AKC)
which will give the exact location of the trial, the
dates on which it will be held, and set for th in
detail the stakes to be run and their conditions; a
complete l ist  of  the money,  r ibbon prizes and
other prizes which it wishes to of fer; a list of the
names  and  addr esses  o f  the  Judges  and  the
stakes they are to judge; the names and address-
es of the of ficers of the club, including the Field
T ria l  Secretar y;  the name and address of  the
Chairman and the names of the other members of
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the Field Trial  Committee;  the date,  hour and
place of the closing of entries; and the date, hour
and place of the drawing of entries.

The place where entries are to be drawn need
not be identical with the place where entries are
received. Each premium list shall specify that the
Field Trial Secretar y is to receive entries.

Premium lists, when printed, shall contain all
the information set for th on the Questionnaire
Form as approved by The American Kennel Club
and shall  be the of ficial size, from 51 ⁄ 2 by 81 ⁄ 2
inches to 6 by 9 inches. The Field Trial Secretar y
shall be responsible for ensuring that the conduct
of the draw is public and the place assigned to
each competing dog is determined by random
chance insofar as possible.

SECTION 2. Ever y premium list  shall  contain
one  or  mor e  cop ies  o f  the  o f f i c i a l  Amer ican
Kenne l  C lub  en t r y  fo r m as  appr oved  by  the
Board of  Directors of  the AKC. Any club may
obtain a sample of the of ficial entr y form applica-
b le  to  the  par t icu lar  type  o f  t r ia l  to  be  he ld .
Requests should be in writing, addressed to The
American Kennel Club. (Also avai lable on the
AKC Web site: www.akc.org).

SECTION 3. Two copies of the premium list and
entr y for m when printed must be sent  to The
American Kennel Club at time of distribution to
prospective entrants.

SECTION 4. Field Trial Committees may make
such regulations or additional rules for the gov-
er nment of their field trials as shall be consid-
ered necessar y,  provided such regulat ions or
additional rules do not conflict with any rule of
The American Kennel Club. Such regulations or
additional rules shall be printed in the premium
list and violations thereof shall be considered the
same as violations of the Rules and Regulations
of The American Kennel Club.
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CHAPTER 8
ELIGIBILITY OF DOGS FOR ENTRY,

FULL COMPLETION OF ENTRY FORMS

S E C T I O N 1 .  No  dog  sha l l  be  e l ig ib le  to  be
entered in a licensed or member field trial unless
it  is  either individually registered in the AKC
Stud Book or is par t of an AKC-registered litter,
or  o ther wise ,  i f  whe lped  ou ts ide  the  Uni ted
States of America and owned by a resident of the
USA or  o f  a  count r y  w i th  a  fo r e ign  r eg i s t r y
organization whose pedigrees are acceptable for
AKC registration and is registered with that reg-
istr y. A dog with an AKC Limited Registration
shal l  be  e l ig ib le  to  be  entered in  l icensed or
member Field Trials and/or Hunting Tests.

An unregistered dog that is par t of an AKC-reg-
is tered l i t ter  or  an  unregis tered dog wi th  an
acceptable foreign registration that was whelped
outside the USA and that is owned by a resident
of the USA or of a countr y with a foreign registr y
organization whose pedigrees are acceptable for
AKC r eg is t ra t ion  may,  w i thout  spec ia l  AKC
approval, be entered in licensed or member field
trials that are held not later than 30 days after the
date of the first licensed or member field trial in
which the dog was entered, but only provided
that the AKC litter registration number of the
individual foreign registration number and the
name of the countr y of bir th are shown on the
entr y form, and provided fur ther that the same
name, which in the case of an impor ted dog must
be the name on the foreign registration, is used
for the dog each time.

SECTION 2. No dog that has not been individual-
ly registered with The American Kennel Club
when first entered in a licensed or member field
t r i a l  sha l l  be  e l ig ib le  to  be  en ter ed  in  any
licensed or member field trial that is held more
than 30 days after the date of the first licensed or
member field trial in which it was entered, unless
the dog’s individual AKC registration number is
shown on the entr y form, or unless the owner has
received f rom The American Kennel  Club an
extension notice in writing authorizing fur ther
entries of the dog for a specified time with its
AKC litter number or individual foreign registra-
tion number. No such extension will be granted
unless the owner can clearly demonstrate, in a
letter addressed to the Field Trial Depar tment of
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The  Amer ican  Kenne l  C lub  r eques t ing  such
extension, that the delay in registration is due to
circumstances for which he is not responsible.

Such extension notice will be void upon regis-
tration of the dog or upon expiration of the period
for which the extension has been granted if that
occurs  ear l i e r,  bu t  upon  app l i ca t ion  fur ther
extensions may be granted.

SECTION 3. If a dog is later individually regis-
tered with a name that is not identical to the name
under which it has been entered in field trials prior
to individual registration, each entr y form enter-
ing the dog in a licensed or member field trial after
the owner has received the individual registration
cer tif icate must show the registered name fol-
lowed by “ for merly entered as”  and the name
under which the dog was previously entered, until
the dog has been awarded one of the four places in
a regular stake at a licensed or member field trial.

SECTION 4. Ever y dog must be entered in the
name of the person who actually owned the dog
at the time entries closed. The right to enter and
r un a dog cannot be transfer red. A registered
dog which has been acquired by some person
o ther  than  the  owner  as  r ecor ded  w i th  The
American Kennel Club must be entered in the
name of its new owner at any field trial for which
entries close after the date on which the dog was
acquired, and application for transfer of owner-
ship must be sent to The American Kennel Club
by the new owner within seven days after the last
day of the trial. The new owner should state on
the entr y form that transfer application has been
mailed to The American Kennel Club or will be
mailed shor tly. If there is any unavoidable delay
in obtaining the completed application required
to  recor d the transfer,  The American Kennel
Club may grant a reasonable extension of time
provided the new owner notifies the Field Trial
Depar tment of  The American Kennel  Club by
mail within seven days after the trial, of the rea-
son for the delay. If an entr y is made by a duly
authorized agent of the owner, the name of the
actual owner must be shown on the entr y form.

SECTION 5. Each entr y form must be completed
in ful l  and the infor mation given on the for m
must be that which applies to the entered dog.
Each entr y form must be signed by the owner or
his agent duly authorized to make the entr y.
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SECTION 6. No entr y shall be accepted from any
person who is  not  in  good standing wi th The
American Kennel Club on the day of the closing
of the entries. Before accepting any entries, a list
of persons not in good standing must be obtained
by the Field Trial Secretar y from The American
Kennel Club.

SECTION 7. No entr y shall be made under a ken-
nel name unless that name has been registered
with The American Kennel Club. All entries made
under a kennel name must be signed with the
kennel name followed by the word “registered.”
An “entrant” is the individual, or, if a par tnership,
all the members of the par tnership entering in a
field trial. In the case of such entr y by a par tner-
ship ever y member of the par tnership shall be in
good standing with The American Kennel Club
before the entr y will be accepted; and in case of
any infract ion of  these r ules,  a l l  the par tners
shall be held equally responsible.

SECTION 8. Owners are responsible for errors
made in entr y forms, regardless of who may have
made such errors.

SECTION 9. No dog shall be eligible to compete
at any field trial, no dog shall be brought into the
grounds or premises of any field trial, and any
dog  wh ich  may  have  been  br ought  in to  the
grounds or premises of a field trial shall immedi-
ately be removed, if it

(a)  shows c l in ica l  symptoms o f  d is temper,
infectious hepatitis, leptospirosis or other com-
municable disease, or

(b) is known to have been in contact with dis-
temper,  in fect ious  hepat i t is ,  leptospiros is  or
other communicable disease within 30 days prior
to the opening of the trial, or

(c) has been kenneled within 30 days prior to
the opening of the trial  on premises on which
there existed distemper, infectious hepatitis, lep-
tospirosis or other communicable disease.

SECTION 10. Any field trial-giving club which
accepts an entr y fee other than that published in
its premium list or entr y form, or in any way dis-
criminates between entrants, shall be disciplined.
No club or member of any club shall give or of fer
to give any owner or handler any special induce-
ments, such as reduced entr y fees, allowances for
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board or transpor tation or other incentive of value
for a cer tain number of entries or shall give or
of fer to give in consideration of entering a cer tain
number of dogs, any prizes or prize money, except
the of ficially adver tised prizes or prize money,
which prize money shall be for a stated sum or a
por tion of the entr y fees. Any club found guilty of
violating this r ule shall be barred from holding
licensed or sanctioned trials, and if a member of
The American Kennel Club, may be expelled from
membership therein. All persons found guilty of
paying or receiving any monies, special induce-
ments or allowances in violation of the foregoing
shall be disciplined, even to the extent of being
deprived of all privileges of The American Kennel
Club for a stated time or indefinitely.

S E C T I O N 11 .  A  F ie ld  T r i a l  Commi t tee  may
decline any entries or may remove any dog from
its trial for cause, but in each such instance shall
file good and suf ficient reasons for so doing with
The American Kennel Club.

SECTION 12. Any dog entered and present at a
field trial must compete in all stakes in which it is
en ter ed ,  un less  excused  by  the  F ie ld  T r i a l
Committee at that trial after consultation with the
Judges.  Entr y fees paid for a bitch withdrawn
because of coming in season, for a dog withdrawn
because of an injur y or illness, or for a dog that
dies, shall be refunded in full by the event giving
club. Prior to paying such refund, the club may
require an appropriate veterinar y cer tificate.

SECTION 13. The entr y fees of bitches withdrawn
at any time because of coming in season shall be
refunded, except in those trials where bitches in
season are allowed to run. This section intends that
entry fees paid for a bitch withdrawn because of com-
ing in season at any time after payment of the entry
fee and at any point prior to conclusion of the stake in
which it is entered shall be refunded in full by the
trial-giving club unless the premium list specifies that
bitches in season may compete

SECTION 14. Any dog that in the opinion of the
Event Committee or The American Kennel Club,
attacks a person or a dog at an AKC event, result-
ing  in  in jur y,  and  is  be l ieved  by  that  Event
Committee or The American Kennel Club to pres-
ent a hazard to persons or other dogs shall be dis-
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quali f ied.  When the dog is disquali f ied by the
Event  Commit tee  pursuant  to  th is  sect ion ,  a
r epor t  sha l l  be  f i led  immedia te ly  wi th  the
Execut ive Secretar y of  The American Kennel
Club. The disqualified dog may not again compete
at any AKC event nor be on the grounds of an AKC
event unless and until, following application for
re instatement  by the owner  to  The American
Kennel Club, the owner receives of ficial notifica-
tion in writing from the AKC that the dog’s eligi-
bility has been reinstated. 

CHAPTER 9
CANCELLATIONS OF AWARDS

S E C T I O N 1 .  I f  an  ine l ig ib le  dog  has  been
entered and r un in any stake at  a  l icensed or
member field trial,  or if  the person or persons
named as owner or owners on the entr y form are
not the person or persons who actually owned the
dog at the time entries closed, or if a dog is run in
a stake for which it has not been entered, or if its
entr y form is deemed invalid by The American
Kennel  Club under  these  r u les ,  a l l  r esul t ing
awar ds  sha l l  be  cance l l ed  by  The  Amer ican
Kennel Club, and such dog shall not be counted
as having been in competit ion in determining
championship ratings.

SECTION 2. If the win of a dog shall be cancelled,
the dog next in order of merit shall be moved up,
and the win of the dog moved up shall be counted
the same as if it had been the original award.

SECTION 3. If the win of a dog shall be cancelled
by The American Kennel Club, the entrant of the
dog shall  retur n al l  prizes for such win to the
Secretar y of the field trial-giving club within ten
(10) days of receipt of notice from The American
Kennel Club of said cancellation.

CHAPTER 10
PROTESTS AGAINST DOGS

SECTION 1. Any person who is a member of a
member club of The American Kennel Club, or
who owns a dog entered in the field trial, or who
handles a dog competing in the trial, may make a
protest to the Field Trial Committee against any
dog competing in the trial, either before or after
the dog has been judged, alleging that it is ineli-
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gible to compete in the trial  or in the stake in
which it  is entered. Such a protest shall  be in
writing, shall identify the dog protested and spec-
ify the basis for the protest, shall bear the signa-
ture and address of the person who makes it, and
shall describe his qualifications for making the
pr otes t .  I t  sha l l  be  f i led  wi th  the  F ie ld  T r ia l
Secretar y or with the Chairman of the Field Trial
Committee before the closing of the trial ,  and
sha l l  be  accompanied  by  a  depos i t  o f  $10 .00
which shal l  be retur ned i f  the protest  is  sus -
tained, or which will be retained by the club if the
protest is not sustained.

SECTION 2. If  such a protest is received, the
Field Trial  Committee shall  hold a meeting as
soon as possible. The person who has made the
protest must be present, and the Committee shall
give all par ties concerned an oppor tunity to be
heard and to present witnesses and evidence.
The Committee may call for additional evidence
from other qualified persons present at the trial.
After hearing all of the evidence, the Field Trial
Committee shall consider the matter and shall, if
poss ib le ,  r each  an  immedia te  dec i s ion  and
inform the persons involved.

A repor t of the meeting, giving all of the essen-
t i a l  ev idence  and  the  Commit tee ’ s  dec i s ion ,
together with the original written protest, must
be mailed to The American Kennel Club within 7
days of the trial.

SECTION 3. An appeal to The American Kennel
Club from a decision of a Field Trial Committee on
any such protest, may be made by either the owner
of the dog protested or the person who made the
protest .  The appeal  must  be  received by  The
American Kennel Club within 30 days after the
date of the Field Trial Committee’s decision, and
must be accompanied by a deposit of $25.00 which
shall be for feited if the decision is sustained.

CHAPTER 11
FIELD CHAMPIONS

AND AMATEUR FIELD CHAMPIONS

A dog that has completed the requirements for
a  F ie ld  Championsh ip  or  Amateur  F ie ld
Championsh ip  as  descr ibed  in  the  var ious
Chapters of these Rules, when registered in the
AKC S tud  Book ,  w i l l  be  r ecor ded  a  F ie ld
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Champion or an Amateur Field Champion by The
American Kennel Club, and a championship cer-
tificate will be issued to the owner.

A Field Champion may be designated as “Dual
Champion” if it has also been recorded as a show
Champion.

Any dog which has been awarded the titles of
Champion of Record, Obedience Trial Champion
and  F ie ld  Champion  may  be  des igna ted  as  a
“Triple Champion.”

CHAPTER 12
JUDGES’ AWARD OF MERIT

At  any  l i censed  or  member  f i e ld  t r i a l  the
Judges may make a “Judges’ Award of Merit” in
any stake to any unplaced dog for par ticularly
excellent work. The name and registration num-
ber of each dog to which such an award is made
shal l  be noted on the back of  the page in  the
judges’ book for the stake in which the award was
made.

CHAPTER 13
WHAT HAS TO BE SENT TO

THE AMERICAN KENNEL CLUB
AFTER A FIELD TRIAL

At the conclusion of the judging of each stake,
a club holding a licensed or member field trial
shall provide, for the Judges’ signatures, a judg-
ing sheet of the stake judged, showing full par tic-
ulars of all dogs placed. An of ficial catalog may
be submitted in lieu of the judging sheets. The
Of ficial catalog must be marked with the place-
ment awarded to the dog, beside the dog’s name,
s igned and cer t i f ied by the Judges and Fie ld
Trial Secretar y. If all placements are withheld in
a stake, so indicate on the judge’s cer tification
page.  Mai l  one  copy  to  the  American Kennel
Club, keep one copy for your records. At the con-
clusion of the trial, the Field Trial Secretar y shall
cer tify to the Judges’ signatures on each judging
sheet and shall cer tify to the number of entries
and star ters in each stake.

The judging sheets, inser ted in the covers of
the judging book, together with all entr y forms,
signed judges’ af firmations, and a full repor t of
the trial, shall be sent to The American Kennel
Club no later than seven days after the closing
date of the trial. An of ficial catalog must be signed
and cer t i f ied  by  the  Judges  and F ie ld  T r ia l
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Secretar y and marked with the placement award-
ed to the dog, beside the dog’s name. Penalty for
non-compliance will be twenty-five ($25.00) dol-
lars, and five ($5.00) dollars for each day’s delay
beyond the deadline, and other such penalties as
may be imposed by the Board of Directors of the
American Kennel Club.

The  t r i a l  r epor t  sha l l  con ta in  a  l i s t  o f  the
names  o f  a l l  members  o f  the  F ie ld  T r i a l
Committee who were present  at  the tr ia l ,  the
names and complete addresses of all the Judges,
and  the  name and  addr ess  o f  the  F ie ld  T r ia l
Secretar y.

At ever y licensed or member club field trial
held under the Rules of The American Kennel
Club, a recording fee not to exceed 50 cents may
be required for ever y dog entered. The recording
fee is to help defray expenses involved in main-
taining the records, and applies to all dogs entered.
Ef fective Januar y 1, 2004 AKC will collect a
$1.50 AKC Event Service Fee for the first entry of a
dog in all AKC licensed and member dog shows,
obedience trials, tracking tests, field trials and
hunting tests. The current $.50 recording fee will
continue to be collected. If a dog is entered in more
than one class or stake at a field trial, the recording
fee applies only to the first entr y. The Board of
Directors shal l  deter mine,  from t ime to t ime,
whether a recording fee shall be required and the
amount of it.

CHAPTER 14
RULES FOR POINTING BREED TRIALS

SE C T I O N 1.   Held by Special ty  Clubs for  the 
following Breeds:

BRITTANYS
POINTERS
GERMAN SHOR THAlRED POINTERS 
GERMAN WIREHAIRED POINTERS 
ENGLISH SETTERS
GORDON SETTERS
IRISH SETTERS
SPINONE ITALIANO
VIZSLAS
WEIMARANERS
WIREHAIRED POINTING GRIFFONS
A specialty club formed for the improvement of

Brittanys, Pointers, German Shorthaired Pointers,
German Wirehaired Pointers,  English Setters,
Gordon Setters, Irish Setters, Spinone Italiano,
V izslas,  Weimaraners,  of  W irehaired Pointing
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Grif fons may be approved to hold field trials for its
breed or its breed plus any or al l  of  the above
named breeds. The premium list shall name the
breeds that may be entered. Unless all the breeds
so specified may be entered in any of the stakes
of fered, the conditions of each stake for the breeds
eligible for entry shall be named.

SECTION 1A. Held by Pointing Breed Field Trial
Clubs that have been formed for the improvement
of all eligible pointing breeds. A club that has been
formed for the improvement of all eligible pointing
breeds may be approved to hold field trials open to
all eligible pointing breeds.

AKC will not approve a trial held by an All-Breed
Pointing Club that conflicts with another pointing
breed field trial within 100 miles unless the club
has obtained written permission from the club that
historically holds the date.

SECTION 2. Any of the following regular stakes
may be of fered at such trials:

Puppy Stake (Open and/or Amateur Walking)
for dogs 6 months of age and under 15 months of
age on the first adver tised day of the trial (e.g., a
dog whelped on Januar y 30, 1989, would not be
eligible for entr y in a Puppy stake at a trial which
star ts on April 30, 1990). Horseback handling is
not permitted in Amateur Walking Puppy stakes.

Derby Stake (Open and/or Amateur Walking)
for dogs 6 months of age and under 2 years of age
on the first adver tised day of the trial (e.g., a dog
whelped on Januar y 30, 1989, would not be eligible
for entr y in a Derby stake at a trial which star ts on
Januar y 30, 1991). Horseback handling is not per-
mitted in Amateur Walking Derby stakes.

Gun Dog Stake (Open and/or Amateur) for
dogs 6 months of age and over on the first adver-
tised day of the trial.

All-Age Stake (Open and/or Amateur) for dogs
6 months of age and over on the first adver tised
day of the trial.

L imi ted  Gun  Dog  S take  (Open  and/or
Amateur) for dogs 6 months of age and over on
the first adver tised day of the trial which have
placed first, second, third or four th in any Gun
Dog Stake. A field trial-giving club may give an
Amateur Limited Gun Dog Stake in which places
that qualify a dog have been acquired in Amateur
Stakes only. The stake must be adver tised as such
in the premium list and any additional adver tis-
ing that may be done.
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Limited All-Age Stake (Open and/or Amateur)
for dogs 6 months of age and over on the first
adver t ised day of  the tr ia l  which have placed
first, second, third or four th in any All-Age Stake.
A f ie ld tr ia l -g iv ing c lub may give an Amateur
Limited All-Age Stake in which places that qualify
a dog have been acquired in Amateur Stakes only.
When a club elects the latter option, the stake must
be adver tised as such in the premium list and any
additional adver tising that may be done.

In an Amateur Stake at a licensed or member
field trial all dogs must be handled by persons
who, in the judgment of the Field Trial Committee,
are qualified as Amateurs.

Definition of an Amateur
for Pointing Breed Trials

An Amateur is a person who, during the period
of two years preceding the trial has not accepted
remuneration in any form for the training of  a
hunting dog or the handling of  a dog in a f ield
trial.

For purposes of this definition the word remuner-
ation means payment in money, goods or services.  

No member of  the household of  a person who
does not qualify as an Amateur under this defini-
tion can qualify as an Amateur.

For purposes  o f  the  foregoing de f ini t ion,  the
word household means those persons that comprise
a unit living together in the same shared dwelling.

An Amateur (as defined above) may run any
number of  dogs wholly  owned by him or her,  or
membe r s  o f  h i s  o r  h e r  immed ia t e  f ami l y  (a s
defined in Chapter 14, Section 5) but shall not
run more than three dogs that are not so owned in
any amateur stake.

A c lub  tha t  has  been  appr oved  to  ho ld  a
licensed or member field trial may, subject to the
approval  of  The American Kennel  Club,  of fer
additional nonregular stakes for dogs not less
than 6 months of age, provided a clear and com-
plete description of the eligibility requirements
and per for mance requirements for  each such
stake appears in the premium list.

Any  or  a l l  o f  such  r egu lar  and  nonr egu lar
stakes, except Open Puppy, may be of fered as
Retrieving Stakes.

SECTION 3. The premium list for a licensed or
member trial shall specify date, time and place
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for the closing of entries, and time and place for
the drawing of all stakes. The specified closing
hour may be no later than the published hour for
the drawing which must be held not later than
the  n ight  pr eced ing  the  r unn ing  o f  the  f i r s t
stake. However, at a trial at which a Limited Gun
Dog or Limited All-Age Stake is of fered, addition-
al entries of par ticular dogs which first qualify at
that trial for such a stake may be accepted and
the drawing of the stake may occur immediately
before the running of the stake, provided that such
stipulation has been printed in the premium list.

SECTION 4. Bitches that are in season or which,
in  the  op in ion  o f  the  F ie ld  T r ia l  Commit tee ,
appear to be in season, are ineligible to compete
in licensed or member field trials unless the pre-
mium list specifies the stake or stakes in which
bitches in season may compete. Males shall not
be r un until the following day on any course or
par t of any course where bitches in season have
been run.

The Field Trial  Committee may remove any
dog from the field trial grounds if  it  considers
that such removal is necessar y for the smooth
running of the field trial.

A dog is not eligible to be entered or to com-
pete in any licensed or member trial in any stake
if the dog has on two occasions been made the
subject of the following repor t: If  a dog, while
under judgment, attacks another dog, and if the
Judges are unanimously of the opinion that such
attack was without reasonable cause, the Judges
shall identify the of fending dog on the judging
sheet and the name of the of fending dog shall be
l i s ted  in  the  r epor t  o f  the  t r i a l  sen t  to  The
American Kennel Club. 

SECTION 5. A dog is not eligible to be entered or
to compete in any field trial in any stake in which
championship points are given, if a judge of that
stake or any member of  his  or  her family has
owned, sold, held under lease, boarded, trained
or handled the dog, within one year prior to the
date of the field trial.

For purposes  o f  this  Sect ion,  the  words  “any
member of his family” shall include a spouse, a sib-
l ing ,  a  paren t  o r  a  ch i ld ,  whe ther  na tura l  o r
adopted, of  the Judge in question, but shall  not
extend to other blood or legal relationships A dog
is ineligible to be entered under a judge who is an
immediate family member or a person living with-
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in the same household. Children or parents of a co-
habitant are considered immediate family mem-
bers for purposes of this definition.

SECTION 6. A Judge who has star ted to judge a
stake may not handle a dog in another stake until
the stake that he or she is judging has been fully
completed.

SECTION 7. The requirements for a dog of one
of the pointing breeds competing in field trials
under  these  Ru les  to  be  r ecor ded  a  F ie ld
Champion or Amateur Field Champion shall be
establ ished by the Board of  Directors  of  The
American Kennel Club.

FIELD CHAMPIONSHIP

At present a dog of one of the Pointing Breeds
will be recorded a Field Champion after having
won 10 points  under the point  rating schedule
below in regular stakes in at least three licensed or
member field trials, provided that 3 points have
been won in one 3 point or better Open All-Age,
Open Gun Dog, Open Limited All -Age, or Open
Limi ted  Gun Dog  S take ,  tha t  no  more  than  2
points each have been won in Open or Amateur
Puppy and Open or Amateur Derby Stakes, and
that no more than 4 of the 10 points have been won
by placing first in Amateur Stakes;

EXCEPT THAT a Brittany shall not be recorded a
Field Champion unless it has won a 3 point or better
Open Gun Dog, Open All-Age, Open Limited Gun
Dog, or Open Limited All-Age Stake in a licensed or
member field trial held by a Brittany Club;

EXCEPT THAT a German Shor thaired Pointer,
German Wirehaired Pointer, Vizsla, or Weimaraner,
shall not be recorded a Field Champion unless it has
won at least 4 points in Retrieving Stakes at licensed
or member club field trials;

AND EXCEPT THAT a German Wirehaired
Pointer, or Weimaraner, shall not be recorded a
Field Champion unless it has also been cer tified by
two of the approved judges to have passed a Water
Test at a licensed or member field trial or hunting
test held by a Specialty Club for one of these two
breeds. In the case of a Weimaraner, if it has been
cer tified by the Weimaraner Club of America to
have passed an All-Age Water Cer tification Test,
or to have been given a rating of Novice Retrieving
Dog, Retrieving Dog or Retrieving Dog Excellent,
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it shall be considered to have met the Water Test
requirement.

The number of points shall be based on the actu-
al number of eligible star ters in each stake accord-
ing to the following schedule:

1st place 2nd place
4 to 7 star ters .................1 point 
8 to 12 star ters ...............2 points
13 to 17 star ters ............3 points
18 to 24 star ters ............4 points
25 or more star ters ........5 points 2 points

AMATEUR FIELD CHAMPIONSHIP

At present, a dog of one of the Pointing Breeds
will be recorded an Amateur Field Champion after
having won 10 points under the point rating sched-
ule below in regular Amateur Stakes in at least 3
licensed or member field trials, provided that no
more than 2 points each have been won by placing
f i r s t  in  Amateur  Walking  Puppy  and Amateur
Walking Derby stakes and that it has been awarded
2 first  placements,  one of  which must be a first
placement in a 3 point or better Amateur All-Age,
Amateur Gun Dog, Amateur Limited All-Age, or
Amateur Limited Gun Dog Stake;

EXCEPT THAT a Brittany shall not be recorded
an Amateur Field Champion unless it has won a 3
point or better Amateur All -Age,  Amateur Gun
Dog ,  Ama t eu r  L imi t ed  A l l -Ag e ,  o r  Ama t eu r
Limited Gun Dog Stake, in a licensed or member
field trial held by a Brittany Club;

EXCEPT THAT a German Shor thaired Pointer,
G e r m an  W i r eha i r ed  Po i n t e r,  V i z s l a ,  o r
W e i m a r a n e r ,  s h a l l  n o t  b e  r e c o r d e d  a n
Amateur Fie ld Champion unless  i t  has  won at
least  4 points  in Amateur Retrieving Stakes at
licensed or member club field trials;

AND EXCEPT THAT a German Wirehaired
Pointer, or Weimaraner, shall not be recorded an
Amateur Field Champion unless it has also been
cer ti f ied by two of  the approved judges to have
passed, with an amateur handler (as determined
by the Field Trial or Hunting Test Committee in
accord with the Definition of an Amateur found in
Chapter 14, Section 2), a Water Test at a licensed
or member f ie ld trial  or  hunting tes t  held by a
Specialty Club for one of these two breeds. In the
case of a Weimaraner, if it has been cer tified by the
Weimaraner Club of America to have passed an
All-Age Water Cer tification Test, or to have been
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g i v en  t h e  ra t ing  o f  Nov i c e  Re t r i e v ing  Dog
Retrieving Dog or Retrieving Dog Excellent, with
an amateur handler, it shall be considered to have
met the Water Test requirement.

Amateur Championship points shall be credited
to dogs placed first, second, or third, in regular
Amateur stakes in accordance with the following
schedule, based on the actual number of eligible
star ters in each stake:

Placement

1st 2nd 3rd
4 to 7 star ters 1 point
8 to 12 star ters 2 points
13 to 17 star ters 3 points 1 point
18 to 24 star ters 4 points 2 points
25 or more star ters 5 points 3 points 1 point

Championship points from first placements in
Amateur Stakes that are credited towards a Field
Championship, will also be credited towards an
Amateur Field Championship.

WATER TEST

I f  a  Ger man W ireha i r ed  Po in t e r,  o r  We im-
araner club wishes to hold a Water Test in con-
junction with its licensed or member field trial or
hunting test, request for approval of the Water Test
should be included on the date application for the
event. If approved, the Water Test must be speci-
fied on the questionnaire form and announced in
the premium list. The Water Test shall be judged
by two of the Judges of the field trial or hunting
test.  The dog shall retrieve a live or dead game
bird from water after a swim of about 20 yards to
the bird. The handler shall stand 6 feet from the
water, and the dog must demonstrate its willing-
ness to enter the water, to swim, and to retrieve, at
the direction of its handler without being touched
or intimidated. Style shall not be considered. The
dogs shall not be placed, but shall either pass or
fail. The Judges shall cer tify on the judging sheets
provided, the par ticulars of each dog that passed
the test.

SECTION 8. A National Open All -Age Champ-
ionship Stake for German Shor thaired Pointers
shall be for dogs over 6 months of age, which by
reason of wins previously made in All-Age Stakes
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qua l i f y  under  spec ia l  r u les  appr oved  by  the
Board of Directors. This stake shall be r un not
mor e  than  once  in  any  ca lendar  year  by  the
Parent Club of  the breed.  The winner of  such
stake shall become a Field Champion of Record if
registered in The American Kennel Club Stud
Book ,  and  sha l l  be  ent i t led  to  be  des ignated
“National German Shor thaired Pointer Open All-
Age Field Champion of 20__.”

SECTION 9. A National Open Gun Dog Champ-
ionship Stake for German Shor thaired Pointers
shall be for dogs over 6 months of age, which by
r eason  o f  w ins  pr ev ious ly  made  in  Gun  Dog
stakes qualify under special r ules approved by
the Board of Directors. This stake shall be r un
not more than once in any calendar year by the
Parent Club of the Breed. The winner of such
stake shall become a Field Champion of Record if
registered in The American Kennel Club Stud
Book ,  and  sha l l  be  ent i t led  to  be  des ignated
“National German Shor thaired Pointer Open Gun
Dog Field Champion of 20__.”

SECTION 10. A National Amateur Championship
Stake for German Shor thaired Pointers shall be
held not more than once in any calendar year, and
shall be for dogs which by reason of wins previ-
ously made qualify under regulations submitted
by the Parent Club and approved by the Board of
Directors  of  The American Kennel  Club.  The
stake shall be held by the Parent Club which shall
file an application for permission to run it under
procedures approved in advance by The American
Kennel Club. The winner of this stake, if regis-
tered in The American Kennel Club Stud Book ,
shall be recorded an Amateur Field Champion by
The American Kennel Club and shall be entitled
to  be  des ignated  “Nat iona l  Amateur  Ger man
Shor thaired Pointer Field Champion of 20__.”

S E C T I O N 11 .  A  Nat iona l  Open  A l l -Age
Championship Stake for Brittanys may be run not
mor e  than  once  in  any  ca lendar  year,  by  the
Parent Club for the breed. The stake shall be for
dogs 6 months of age or over, which by reason of
wins previously made in All-Age Stakes qualify
under regulations made by the Parent Club, all of
which regulations shall be subject to the approval
of the Board of Directors of The American Kennel
Club. The winner of this stake, if registered in
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The American Kennel Club Stud Book ,  shall be
recorded a  Fie ld  Champion by The American
Kennel Club, and shall be entitled to be designat-
ed  “Nat iona l  Br i t t any  Open  A l l -Age  F ie ld
Champion of 20__.”

S E C T I O N 12 .  A  Nat iona l  Open  Gun Dog
Championship stake for Brittanys shall  be for
dogs over 6 months of age, which by reason of
wins previously made in Gun Dog stakes qualify
under special  r ules approved by the Board of
Directors. This stake shall be run not more than
once in any calendar year by the Parent Club of
the Breed. The winner of such stake shall become
a Field Champion of Record if registered in The
American Kennel Club Stud Book ,  and shall be
entitled to be designated “National Brittany Open
Gun Dog Field Champion of 20__.”

SE C T I O N 12A.  A Nat ional  Amateur  Gun Dog
Championship Stake for Brittanys shall  be for
dogs over 6 months of age, which by reason of
wins previously made in Gun Dog stakes qualify
under special  r ules approved by the Board of
Directors. This stake shall be run not more than
once in any calender year by the Parent Club of
the Breed. The winner of such stake shall become
an Amateur Field Champion of Record if regis-
tered in The American Kennel Club Stud Book ,
and shall be  entitled to be designated “National
Amateur Brittany Gun Dog Champion of 20__.”

SECTION 13. A National Amateur Championship
Stake for Brittanys shall be held not more than
once in any calendar year, and shall be for dogs
which by reason of wins previously made qualify
under regulations submitted by the Parent Club
and approved by the Board of Directors of The
American Kennel Club. The stake shall be held
by the Parent Club which shall file an application
for  per miss ion  to  r un  i t  under  pr ocedur es
approved in advance by The American Kennel
Club. The winner of this stake, if registered in
The American Kennel Club Stud Book ,  shall be
recorded an Amateur Field Champion by The
American Kennel Club and shall be entitled to be
designated “Nat ional  Amateur  Br i t tany Fie ld
Champion of 20__.”

SECTION 14. A National Championship Stake for
Weimaraners may be held not more than once in
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any calendar year, and shall be for dogs over 6
months of age, which by reason of wins previous-
ly made qualify under regulations submitted by
the Parent Club for the breed and approved by
the Board of Directors of The American Kennel
Club. The stake shall be held by the Parent Club
which shall file an application for permission to
run it under procedures approved in advance by
The American Kennel Club. The winner of this
stake shall be credited with championship points
in  accor d  w i th  the  schedu le  fo r  F ie ld
Championsh ips ,  and ,  i f  r eg i s te r ed  in  The
American Kennel Club Stud Book, shall be enti-
tled to be designated “National Weimaraner Field
Champion of 20__.”

SECTION 15. A National Amateur Championship
Stake for Weimaraners may be held not more than
once in any calendar year, and shall be for dogs
over 6 months of age, which by reason of wins pre-
viously made qualify under regulations submitted
by the Parent Club for the breed and approved by
the Board of Directors of The American Kennel
Club. The stake shall be held by the Parent Club
which shall file an application for permission to
r un it under procedures approved in advance by
The American Kennel Club. Dogs placing in this
stake shall be credited with championship points
in accord with the schedule for  Amateur Field
Championsh ips ,  and ,  i f  r eg i s te r ed  in  The
American Kennel Club Stud Book, the winner shall
be entitled to be designated “National  Amateur
Weimaraner Field Champion of 20__.”

SECTION 16. A National Championship Stake for
Vizslas may be held not more than once in any
ca lendar  year,  and  sha l l  be  fo r  dogs  over  6
months of age, which by reason of wins previous-
ly made qualify under regulations submitted by
the Parent Club for the breed and approved by
the Board of Directors of The American Kennel
Club. The stake shall be held by the Parent Club
which shall file an application for permission to
run it under procedures approved in advance by
The American Kennel Club. The winner of this
stake shall be credited with championship points
in  accor d  w i th  the  schedu le  fo r  F ie ld
Championsh ips ,  and ,  i f  r eg i s te r ed  in  The
American Kennel Club Stud Book, shall be enti-
t l ed  to  be  des igna ted  “Nat iona l  V izs la  F ie ld
Champion of 20__.”
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SECTION 17. A National Amateur Championship
Stake for Vizslas may be held not more than once
in any calendar year, and shall be for dogs over 6
months of age, which by reason of wins previous-
ly made qualify under regulations submitted by
the Parent Club for the breed and approved by
the Board of Directors of The American Kennel
Club. The stake shall be held by the Parent Club
which shall file an application for permission to
run it under procedures approved in advance by
The American Kennel Club. Dogs placing in this
stake shall be credited with championship points
in accord with the schedule for Amateur Field
Championsh ips ,  and ,  i f  r eg i s te r ed  in  The
American Kennel  Club Stud Book ,  the winner
sha l l  be  en t i t l ed  to  be  des igna ted  “Nat iona l
Amateur Vizsla Field Champion of 20__.”

S E C T I O N 17A .  A  Na t iona l  Gun  Dog
Championship for Vizslas may be held not more
than once in any calendar year, and shall be for
dogs over 6 months of age, which by reason of
wins previously made qualify under regulations
submitted by the Parent Club for the breed and
appr oved  by  the  Boar d  o f  D i r ec tors  o f  The
American Kennel Club. The stake shall be held
by the Parent Club which shall file an application
for  per miss ion  to  r un  i t  under  pr ocedur es
approved in advance by The American Kennel
Club. Dogs placing in this stake shall be credited
wi th  championsh ip  po in ts  in accord with the
schedule for Field Championships, and, if regis-
tered in The American Kennel Club Stud Book, the
winner shall be entitled to be designated “National
Vizsla Gun Dog Champion of 20__.”

SECTION 18. A National Championship Stake for
Irish Setters may be held not more than once in
any calendar year, and shall be for dogs over 6
months of age, which by reason of wins previous-
ly made qualify under regulations submitted by
the Parent Club for the breed and approved by
the Board of Directors of The American Kennel
Club. The stake shall be held by the Parent Club
which shall file an application for permission to
run it under procedures approved in advance by
The American Kennel Club. The winner of this
stake shall be credited with championship points
in accord with the schedule for  Field Champ-
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ionships, and, if registered in The American Kennel
Club Stud Book, shall be entitled to be designated
“National Irish Setter Field Champion of 20__.”

SECTION 19. A National Amateur Championship
Stake for Irish Setters may be held not more than
once in any calendar year, and shall be for dogs
over 6 months of age, which by reason of wins
previously made qualify under regulations sub-
mi t ted  by  the  Par ent  C lub  for  the  br eed  and
appr oved  by  the  Boar d  o f  D i r ec tors  o f  The
American Kennel Club. The stake shall be held
by the Parent Club which shall file an application
for  per miss ion  to  r un  i t  under  pr ocedur es
approved in advance by The American Kennel
Club. Dogs placing in this stake shall be credited
wi th  championship  points  in  accor d wi th  the
schedule for Amateur Field Championships, and,
if registered in The American Kennel Club Stud
Book, the winner shall be entitled to be designated
“National Amateur Irish Setter Field Champion of
20__.”

SECTION 20. A National Championship Stake for
German W irehaired Pointers may be held not
more than once in any calendar year, and shall be
for dogs over 6 months of age, which by reason of
wins previously made qualify under regulations
submitted by the Parent Club for the breed and
appr oved  by  the  Boar d  o f  D i r ec tors  o f  The
American Kennel Club. The stake shall be held
by the Parent Club which shall file an application
for  per miss ion  to  r un  i t  under  pr ocedur es
approved in advance by the The American Kennel
Club. The winner of this stake shall be credited
with championship points in accord with the sched-
ule for Field Championships, and, if registered in
The American Kennel Club Stud Book, shall be enti-
tled to be designated “National German Wirehaired
Pointer Field Champion of 20__.”

SECTION 21. A National Amateur Championship
Stake for German Wirehaired Pointers may be
held not more than once in any calendar year, and
shall be for dogs over 6 months of age, which by
reason of  wins previously made quali fy under
regulations submitted by the Parent Club for the
breed and approved by the Board of Directors of
The American Kennel Club. The stake shall be
held by the Parent Club which shall file an appli-
cation for permission to run it under procedures
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approved in advance by The American Kennel
Club. Dogs placing in this stake shall be credited
wi th  championship  points  in  accor d wi th  the
schedule for Amateur Field Championships, and,
if registered in The American Kennel Club Stud
Book, the winner shall be entitled to be designated
“National Amateur German Wirehaired Pointer
Field Champion of 20__.”

SECTION 22. A National Championship Stake for
Gordon Setters may be held not more than once
in any calendar year, and shall be for dogs over 6
months  o f  age  and  r eg is ter ed  wi th  the  AKC,
which by reason of wins previously made qualify
under regulations and procedures submitted by
the Parent Club for the breed and approved by
the AKC Board of Directors. The stake shall be
held by the Parent Club, which shall file an appli-
cation for permission to run it under the regula-
tions and procedures approved in advance by The
American Kennel Club. Such qualifications, regu-
lations and procedures which apply to the r un-
ning of the Championship shall be published in
the premium list. The winner of this stake shall
be credited with championship points in accord
with the schedule for Field Championships, and
sha l l  be  en t i t l ed  to  be  des igna ted  “Nat iona l
Gordon Setter Field Champion of 20__.”

SECTION 23. A National Amateur Championship
Stake for Gordon Setters may be held not more
than once in any calendar year and shall be for
dogs over 6 months of age and registered with
the AKC, which by reason of  wins previously
made qualify under regulations and procedures
submitted by the Parent Club for the breed and
approved by the AKC Board of Directors.  The
stake shall  be held by the parent Club, which
shall file an application for permission to run it
under the regulations and procedures approved
in advance by The American Kennel Club. Such
qualifications, regulations and procedures which
apply to the r unning of the Championship shall
be published in the premium list. Dogs placing in
this stake shall be credited with Championship
points in accord with the schedule for Amateur
Field Championships and shall be entitled to be
designated “Nat ional  Amateur  Gordon Set ter
Field Champion of 20__.”

31

RFTPNT_Text_11_05_WEB  1/25/06  9:13 AM  Page 31



SECTION 24. A National Championship Stake for
Pointers may be held not more than once in any
ca lendar  year,  and  sha l l  be  fo r  dogs  over  6
months  o f  age  and  r eg is ter ed  wi th  the  AKC,
which by reason of wins previously made qualify
under regulations and procedures submitted by
the Parent Club for the breed and approved by
the AKC Board of Directors. The stake shall be
held by the Parent Club, which shall file an appli-
cation for permission to run it under the regula-
tions and procedures approved in advance by The
American Kennel Club. Such qualifications, regu-
lations and procedures which apply to the r un-
ning of the championship shall be published in
the premium list. The winner of this stake shall
be credited with championship points in accord
with the schedule for Field Championships, and
sha l l  be  en t i t l ed  to  be  des igna ted  “Nat iona l
Pointer Field Champion of 20__.”

SECTION 25. A National Amateur Championship
Stake for Pointers may be held not more than
once in any calendar year and shall be for dogs
over 6 months of  age and registered with the
AKC, which by reason of wins previously made
qualify under regulations and procedures submit-
t ed  by  the  Par en t  C lub  fo r  the  br eed  and
approved by the AKC Board of Directors.  The
stake shal l  be held by the Parent  Club which
shall file an application for permission to run it
under the regulations and procedures approved
in advance by The American Kennel Club. Such
qualifications, regulations and procedures which
apply to the running of the championship shall be
published in the premium list. Dogs placing in
this stake shall be credited with championship
points in accord with the schedule for Amateur
Field Championships,  and the winner shall  be
ent i t led  to  be  des ignated  “Nat iona l  Amateur
Pointer Field Champion of 20__.”

S E C T I O N 26 .  Po in t ing  Br eed  Gun  Dog
Championship stakes consisting of a retrieving
stake and a non-retrieving stake may be held not
more than once in any calendar year. The stakes
shall be for dogs over 6 months of age and regis-
tered with the AKC, which by reason of previous
wins  (and  o ther  qua l i f i ca t ions  as  might  be
approved) qualify under regulations and proce-
dures approved by the AKC Board of Directors.
The stakes shall be held by a club or association
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formed for that purpose which shall file an appli-
cation for permission to run them under the reg-
ulations and procedures approved in advance by
The American Kennel Club. Such qualifications,
regulations and procedures which apply to the
r unning of  the Championship stakes shal l  be
published in the premium list.  The winners of
these stakes shall be credited with championship
po in ts  in  accor d  wi th  the  schedule  for  F ie ld
Championships and shall be entitled to be desig-
nated “AKC Gun Dog Stake Champion of 20__” or
“AKC Retrieving Gun Dog Stake Champion of
20__.”

SECTION 27. A National Championship Stake for
English Setters may be held not more than once
in any calendar year, and shall be for dogs over 6
months  o f  age  and  r eg is ter ed  wi th  the  AKC,
which by reason of wins previously made qualify
under regulations and procedures submitted by
the Parent Club for the breed and approved by
the AKC Board of Directors. The stake shall be
held by the Parent Club, which shall file an appli-
cation for permission to run it under the regula-
tions and procedures approved in advance by The
American Kennel Club. Such qualifications, regu-
lations and procedures, which apply to the run-
ning of the championship, shall be published in
the premium list. The winner of this stake shall
be credited with championship points in accord
with the schedule for Field Championships, and
shal l  be  ent i t led  to  the  des ignated “Nat ional
English Setter Field Champion of 20_ _.”

SECTION 28. A National Amateur Championship
Stake for English Setters may be held not more
than once in any calendar year, and shall be for
dogs over 6 months of age and registered with
the AKC, which by reason of  wins previously
made qualify under regulations and procedures
submitted by the Parent Club for the breed and
appr oved  by the  Boar d  o f  D i r ec tors  o f  the
American Kennel Club. The stake shall be held by
the Parent Club, which shall file an application for
permission to r un it under the regulations and
procedures approved in advance by The American
Kennel Club. Such qualifications, regulations and
procedures, which apply to the r unning of the
championship, shall be published in the premium
list. Dogs placing in this stake shall be credited
wi th  championship  points  in  accor d wi th  the
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schedule for Amateur Field Championships, and
the winner  shal l  be ent i t led to  be designated
“National English Setter Amateur Field Champion
of 20__.”

STANDARD PROCEDURE FOR
POINTING BREED FIELD TRIALS

Held  By  Spec ia l t y  C lubs  For  The  Fo l lowing
Breeds:

BRITTANYS
POINTERS
GERMAN SHOR THAIRED POINTERS
GERMAN WIREHAIRED POINTERS
ENGLISH SETTERS
GORDON SETTERS
IRISH SETTERS
SPINONE ITALIANO
VIZSLAS
WEIMARANERS
WIREHAIRED POINTING GRIFFONS

Held by Pointing Breed Field Trial Clubs that
have been formed for the improvement of all eli-
g ib le  po in t ing  br eeds .  A  c lub  tha t  has  been
formed for the improvement of all eligible point-
ing breeds may be approved to hold field trials
open to all eligible pointing breeds.

Procedure 1. Standards of performance
1-A Puppy stakes. Puppies must show desire

to  hunt ,  bo ldness ,  and  in i t i a t i ve  in  cover ing
gr ound  and  in  sear ch ing  l ike ly  cover.  They
shou ld  ind ica te  the  pr esence  o f  game  i f  the
oppor tunity is presented. Puppies should show
reasonable obedience to their  handlers ’  com-
mands, but should not be given additional credit
for pointing staunchly. Each dog shall be judged
on its actual per formance as indicating its future
as a high class bird dog. Ever y premium list for a
licensed or member trial shall state whether or
not blanks are to be fired in a Puppy Stake. If the
premium l is t  s ta tes  that  b lanks wi l l  be  f i red,
ever y dog that makes game contact shall be fired
over  i f  the  handler  i s  w i th in  r easonable  gun
range. At least 15 minutes and not more than 30
minutes  sha l l  be  a l l owed  fo r  each  hea t .
Championship points will be withheld if a dog has
not run for the required time.

1-B Derby stakes. Derbies must show a keen
desire to hunt, be bold and independent, have a
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fast, yet attractive, style of running, and demon-
strate not only intelligence in seeking objectives
but also the ability to find game. Derbies must
establish point but no additional credit shall be
given for steadiness to wing and shot. If the han-
dler  is  wi thin reasonable  gun range of  a  bird
which has been flushed after a point, a shot must
be fired. A lack of oppor tunity for firing over a
Derby dog on point shall not constitute reason
for non-placement when it has had game contact
in acceptable Derby manner. Derbies must show
reasonable obedience to their  handlers ’  com-
mands. Each dog is to be judged on its actual per-
formance as indicating its future promise as a
h igh  c l ass  b i r d  dog  fo r  Gun  Dog  or  A l l -Age
stakes.  Preference should not be given to one
po ten t i a l  over  ano ther.  App l i ca t ion  i s  mor e
impor tant than range in a Derby.   At least 20 min-
u tes  and  no t  mor e  than  30  minu tes  sha l l  be
allowed for each heat.

Championship points will be withheld if a dog
has not run for the required time.

All placed dogs must have established a
point.

1-C Gun Dog and Limited Gun Dog Stakes. A
Gun Dog must give a finished per formance and
must be under its handler’s control at all times. It
must handle kindly, with a minimum of noise and
hacking by the handler. A Gun Dog must show a
keen desire to hunt, must have a bold and attrac-
tive style of running, and must demonstrate not
only intell igence in quar tering and in seeking
objectives but also the ability to find game. The
dog must hunt for its handler at all times at a suit-
able Gun Dog range, and should show or check in
front of its handler frequently. It must cover ade-
quate ground but never range out of sight for a
length of time that would detract from its useful-
ness as a practical hunting dog. The dog must
locate game, must point staunchly, and must be
steady to wing and shot. Intell igent use of the
wind and terrain in locating game, accurate nose,
and style and intensity on point, are essential.

*Walking Handler Gun Dog range—In Walking
Gun Dog Stakes, the dog’s range should be suit-
able for the walking handler. Horseback Handler
Gun Dog range—In Horseback Handl ing Gun
Dog Stakes, the dog’s range should be suitable
for a horseback-mounted handler taking into con-
sideration the cover and terrain.

A dog that does not point cannot be placed.  A
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dog should not be called back to point after the
r unn ing  o f  i t s  b race  excep t  under  the  mos t
extreme and unusual circumstances.

At least 30 minutes shall be allowed for each
heat.

Championship points will be withheld if a dog
has not run for the required time.

1-D All-Age and Limited All -Age Stakes. An
All-Age Dog must give a finished per formance
and must be under reasonable control of its han-
dler. It must show a keen desire to hunt, must
have a bold and attractive style of running, and
must  show independence in  hunt ing.  I t  must
range well out in a for ward moving pattern, seek-
ing the most promising objectives, so as to locate
any game on the course. Excessive line-casting
and avoiding cover must be penalized. The dog
must demonstrate its independent judgment in
hunting the course, but must show a willingness
to handle when called upon. The dog must find
game, must point staunchly, and must be steady
to wing and shot. Intelligent use of the wind and
terrain in locating game, accurate nose, and style
and intensity on point, are essential. 

A dog that does not point cannot be placed.  A
dog should not be called back to point after the
r unn ing  o f  i t s  b race  excep t  under  the  mos t
extreme and unusual circumstances.

At least 30 minutes shall be allowed for each heat.
Championship points will be withheld if a dog has

not run for the required time.
1-E Honoring in gun dog, all-age, limited gun

dog, and limited all-age stakes. A dog encounter-
ing its bracemate on point must honor. Failure of
a  dog to honor when i t  sees i ts  bracemate on
point must be severely penalized, and the inten-
tional avoidance by a dog or a handler of an hon-
oring situation must also be severely penalized. A
dog that  steals  i ts  bracemate ’s  point  must  be
ordered up by the Judges.

1-F No gun dog, all-age, limited gun dog, or lim-
ited all-age stake shall be run in heats of more than
30 minutes at a licensed or member trial unless the
running time is given in the premium list.

1-G In any stake,  except in puppy or derby
Stakes as specified in Procedures 1-A and 1-B, a
blank car tridge must be fired by the handler over
any dog on point after the game has been flushed.
.22 caliber crimps shall not be used, and if shot-
guns with blank shells are to be permitted, the
premium list must so specify. (Note: Shotguns
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with blank shells may be used in any retrieving
stakes but only if the premium list specifies that
blank shotguns may be used.) The handler must
shoot within the time that would be required to
kill a bird at natural shotgun range. Any deliber-
ate delay in shooting must be severely penalized.

1-H A reasonable move of a dog to mark a bird
flushed after a point is acceptable, but this shall
not excuse a break or a delayed chase.

1- I  Any c lub that  ant ic ipates  an entr y  in  a
licensed or member field trial that might exceed
the number of dogs that could be judged on the
available r unning grounds during the available
judging hours, should specify in its premium list
that entries in any or all  stakes will  be limited
and that entries will close when the limit or limits
have been reached if this occurs before the speci-
fied closing time for entries. The limit shall be
given in  the premium l is t  e i ther  as  a  speci f ic
number of dogs for the trial, or for each or any
s take ,  o r  as  the  number  o f  dogs  tha t  can  be
judged within the dayl ight  hours  that  wi l l  be
available on the date or dates of the trial.

PROCEDURE 2. JUDGES
2-A Each Stake must be judged by at least two

Judges.
2-B The Judges may place the dogs 1st, 2nd,

3rd, and 4th in each stake.
Judges should withhold 2nd place in an Open

Stake i f  the per formance of  that dog would not
merit championship points should the dog placed
1st be found to be ineligible.

Based on the number of star ters in an Amateur
Stake, Judges should withhold either 2nd, 3rd, or
4th placements if the per formance of a dog would
not merit championship points should one of the
dog’s placing either 1st, 2nd or 3rd be found to be
ineligible.

The decisions of the Judges shall be final with
respect to the running and placement of the dogs,
and in all questions concerning the merits of the
dogs. They shall have full power to turn out of any
stake any dog that does not reasonably obey its
handler or that inter feres with the work of i ts
bracemate, and any handler who, in their opinion,
willfully inter feres with another handler or his dog.

2-C Any person who, during the r unning of a
stake, strikes or other wise abuses or mistreats a
dog, or conducts himself in a manner prejudicial
to  the  bes t  in te r es t s  o f  the  spor t ,  mus t  be
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expelled from that stake by the Judges who shall
also report the matter to the Field Trial Committee
for  ac t ion  under  the  gu ide  fo r  the  Event
Committees Dealing with Misconduct. A repor t of
the incident and the action taken shall be sent
promptly to The American Kennel Club by the
Field Trial Secretar y.

Failure to act on and repor t such incidents may
result in AKC disciplinar y action.

2-D Any additional r unning of the dogs after
the first series of heats has been completed, or
after completion of any fur ther series specified in
the premium list, shall be entirely at the discre-
tion of the Judges. The Judges shall determine
the length and scope of any subsequent series, as
well as the bracing of the dogs, conforming with
any specific requirements for subsequent series
that may be described in the premium list.

2-E If the two handlers with their dogs become
separated while both are on course and under
judgment, one Judge shall accompany each han-
dler; except that a Judge should not follow a dog
that cuts the specified course in order to reach
the bird field.

Judges should not follow a handler that roams
of f the designated route of the course.  Judges
must not gallop to keep pace with handlers that
move  fas ter  than  a t  a  f l a t  wa lk  (r e fer  a lso  to
Procedure 6-L).

2-F Each stake may also include one apprentice
judge who is a member of the Judging panel for
the stake but is considered as a judge-in-training.
The selection of individuals shall rest with the
hos t  c lub  pr ior  to  the  s tar t  o f  the  ass igned
stake(s). Apprentice judges shall conduct them-
selves in the manner customar y for judges, shall
be identified to all par ticipants and shall be bound
by all Rules and Procedures applying to judges.
Apprentice judges may not ser ve in other working
capacities (marshals, bird planters, of ficial gun-
ners, etc.) during their judging assignments and
any  cos ts  incur r ed  by  a  c lub  for  per mi t t ing
apprentice judges may be passed along to the
ind iv idua ls  ser v ing  as  appr ent ice  judges .
Apprentice Judges shall score dogs while under
the super vision of the Judges, but their scores
and opinions as to the dogs’ abilities shall not be
considered in any way by the judges as par t of
their of ficial evaluation in determining placement
of the dogs. The Judges shall, from time to time,
invite the Apprentice Judge to become involved in
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conversation with them such as the Judges dis-
cussing how and/or why the Apprentice scored a
dog the way that he or she did. Persons acting as
Appr ent ice  Judges  wi l l  no t  r ece ive  judg ing
assignment credits and clubs shall obtain the con-
sent  o f  the  Judges  accept ing  the  ass ignment
before authorizing an Apprentice Judge.

PROCEDURE 3. FIELD TRIAL MARSHALS
3-A The Field Trial Committee shall  appoint

one or more field trial Marshals. It shall be the
duty of one Marshal to assist the Judges and to
carr y out their instructions, including regulating
and controlling the galler y, and seeing to it that
the galler y is kept separate from and behind the
Judges, and that no one in the galler y talks to the
Judges while the dogs are down, and shall advise
the handlers and Judges as to the direction and
limits of the course. Other Marshals shall see to
it that braces are ready when called, and assist
the Field Trial Committee in all  other matters
necessar y for the smooth and expeditious r un-
ning of the trial.

3-B No person shall ser ve as Marshal assisting
the Judges in any stake in which he has entered
or will handle a dog.

PROCEDURE 4. DRAWING AND BRACING
4-A The dogs shall generally be run in braces,

and each dog in a brace must have a separate
handler. The dogs in each brace will be identified
in the following manner; Dog A will wear either
an orange or red collar. Dog B will wear a yellow
or lime collar.

4-B If ever y dog entered in a stake at a licensed
or member field trial has a dif ferent handler, the
bracing of the dogs in that stake shall be estab-
lished by a straight drawing and the braces shall
then be run in the order drawn.

4-C If two or more dogs with the same handler
are entered in a stake at a licensed or member
field trial, such entries shall be segregated for
the drawing for bracing so that no two dogs han-
dled by the same person can be drawn for the
same brace. The running order for all complete
braces shall then be determined by a separate
drawing after the bracing has been established.
If, during the drawing for running order, any han-
dler is drawn to handle in more than two consecu-
tive braces in the same stake, and if there is a
later brace to be drawn in which he has no entr y,

39

RFTPNT_Text_11_05_WEB  1/25/06  9:13 AM  Page 39



the next brace drawn in which that handler has
no dog may be moved up to run following the sec-
ond consecutive brace, so that the handler would
not be required to run in more than two consecu-
tive braces. However, this shall not apply if  an
alternate handler has been named.

4-D The bracing and running order established
by either method shall not be changed under any
circumstances; except that

(1) In the case of a scratch or absentee, the
bracemate  o f  the  absent  dog  sha l l  be  moved
down and r un with the dog in the next known
incomplete brace. If  there is no known incom-
plete brace, it may be run alone, but it must be
run in the order drawn for its brace.

(2) If the foregoing procedure would result in
the bracing together of two dogs handled by the
same person, the two odd dogs shall be rebraced
consecutively with the two dogs in the last brace
in the stake in which that handler has no dog.

(3) Any new brace or braces so created must
be run in the running order drawn for one of the
two  dogs  in  the  brace ,  as  the  F ie ld  T r i a l
Committee may decide.

4-E If a bye-dog remains after all  the braces
have been run, its bracemate shall be selected by
the Judges at their sole discretion from among
the  dogs  tha t  have  r un  in  tha t  s t ake ;  o r  the
Judges may run such a bye-dog without a brace-
mate. The Judges alone shall decide whether or
not any bracemate they select for such a bye-dog
shall be under judgment, and if under judgment,
for what por tion or por tions of the heat, and their
decision shall be publicly announced before the
brace is star ted.

4-F In a stake in which bitches in season are
permitted to compete under Chapter 14, Section
4 ,  they  sha l l  r un  immedia te ly  a f ter  a l l  o ther
entries in the stake have run, and the bracing and
r unning order of  such bitches shal l  be estab-
lished by a second drawing to be held immediate-
ly after the drawing of all other entries.

All of the above Procedures for drawing and
bracing shall apply;

except that (1) any bitch that comes in sea-
son after the drawing shall  be moved down to
r un at the end of the day, or at the end of the
stake,  to  r un last ,  as  or  with the bye-dog i f  a
bitch;

and  excep t  t ha t (2)  when an  incomplete
brace occurs for any reason, if the bracemate of
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the absent dog is a male and the dog in the next
known incomplete brace is  a  bi tch in season,
the male may be r un alone, but must be r un in
the order drawn for its brace.

4-G A listing showing the r unning order for
each stake, giving the full AKC-registered name
of each star ting dog and the name of its handler
must either be available for each contestant or
displayed throughout the r unning of the stake.

PROCEDURE 5. COURSES AND BIRDS
5-A Stakes at licensed or member field trials

may  be  r un  on  any  o f  the  fo l lowing  types  o f
course ,  a l l  o f  wh ich  must  inc lude  su f f i c ien t
acreage, adequate cover for birds, and suitable
objectives. ATVs may be used in Field Trials for
the  purpose  o f  p lant ing  b ir ds  only,  prov ided
local ordinances/laws allow such vehicles, and
insurance coverage is  provided.  (Use in bird-
field is prohibited.)

(1) Single Course With Bird Field consist-
ing of a back course and a bird field which has suf-
ficient cover to hold birds and which is of ade-
quate size to permit a dog to hunt naturally with-
out excessive hacking. A bird field must not be
less than 5 acres, and 10 acres is recommended.
At a l icensed or member trial no less than two
birds must be liberated in the bird field for each
brace in first series in all stakes except the Puppy
Stake. Additional birds must be liberated either in
the bird field or on the back course for each brace.
Prior to star ting a stake, the back course must
have suf ficient birds liberated to provide good
oppor tunity for dogs to demonstrate their pointing
ability while on course.  It is recommended that no
less than five (5) birds be liberated. Birds should
be replaced for each brace as required to present
equal oppor tunity for each brace.

(2) Single Course Without Bird Field con-
sisting entirely of a course without any specific
bird field, on which birds are liberated in suitable
places around the course. At a licensed or mem-
ber trial a minimum of two birds must be liberat-
ed between each brace at a suitable place on the
course in all stakes except the Puppy Stake. 

It is recommended that no less than ten (10)
birds be liberated.  Birds should be replaced for
each brace as required to present equal oppor tu-
nity for each brace.

(3) Single Course Without Bird Field
Alternating breakaway and pick-up points con-
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sisting entirely of a course without any specific
bird  f ie ld .  Braces  shal l  be  r un in  a l ter nat ing
dir ect ions  f r om each br eakaway  and p ick -up
point. At a licensed or member field trial on less
than two (2) birds must be l iberated for each
brace  a t  su i tab le  p laces  on  the  course  in  a l l
stakes except the Puppy Stake(s).

It is recommended that no less than ten (10)
birds be l iberated init ial ly.  Replacement birds
should be liberated behind each r unning brace
for subsequent braces as required to present an
equal oppor tunity for each brace. 

(4) Multiple Courses With Bird Field(s)
consisting of more than one back course, each
wi th  a  des igna ted  br eakaway  and  each  w i th
either its own or a common bird field, with the
back courses being used in systematic rotation.
At a licensed or member trial, a minimum of two
birds must be liberated in the utilized bird field
between each brace in  f i rst  ser ies  except  the
Puppy Stake. Additional birds may be liberated
either in the bird field or on the back course.

(5) Multiple Courses Without Bird Field(s)
consisting of more than one back course, each with
a designated breakaway, which are used in system-
atic rotation. At a licensed or member trial, a mini-
mum of two birds must be liberated between each
brace at suitable places on the utilized course in all
stakes except the Puppy Stake.

(6) A Cont inuous Course consist ing of  a
ser ies  of  courses  on which each brace s tar ts
where the last brace was picked up. On such a
course it is assumed that there is adequate natu-
ral or liberated game.

6-B A stake may be run without a bird field for
the first series with additional series consisting
of nothing but bird field work for the dogs, pro-
vided this is specified in the premium list. Birds
for additional series shall be liberated as directed
by the Judges.

6-C The same requirements for liberated birds
that apply to other stakes at a licensed or mem-
ber  t r i a l  sha l l  a l so  app ly  to  the  Puppy  S take
unless the premium list specifies that no birds
will be liberated in the Puppy Stake.

6-D No liberated bird shall be removed from
the course or from the bird field unless dead or
crippled in which case it should be picked up.

6-E Regular stakes at a licensed or member
trial shall be run only on recognized game birds,
and the birds should be strong,  heal thy,  fu l l -
feathered and clean; except that in Puppy Stakes
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non-game birds may be used if specified in the
premium list.

6-F Birds should, if possible, be liberated in nat-
ural cover rather than in ar tificially created cover.
They should not be placed in holes nor in such
cover as will impede their ability to fly or run. Birds
may be rocked or dizzied but not to such an extent
as to af fect  their  abi l i ty  to  f ly.  Game Stewards
should wear  g loves  and should not  hold  b irds
against their bodies. Successive birds should not
be liberated in or near the same spot.

6-G The premium list for a licensed or mem-
ber  t r ia l  shal l  speci fy  the  type of  course  and
species of game to be liberated in each stake.

PROCEDURE 6. RUNNING AND HANDLING
6-A The duty of having a dog ready in place

when required for judging rests solely with its
handler or owner. All dogs should be ready on
the grounds well  in advance of  the scheduled
times for their braces so that the Judges will not
be held up in case of an absent brace. If a dog is
not present at the place where it is to star t within
5 minutes after it is called for by the Judges to
r un in any series, i t  must be disqualif ied. The
Judges are responsible for keeping the time.

The Judges may appoint a second handler to
take over during the running if the original han-
dler becomes injured or other wise incapacitated
and is unable to finish the brace.

6-B No more than one brace shall be run on a
course or on any par t  of  a course at  the same
time, irrespective of whether the dogs are in the
same stake or in dif ferent stakes.

6-C In a stake on a single course with bird field
the time of each heat shall include no more than
8 minutes in the bird field, except that in Puppy
Stakes the time in the bird field shall not exceed
6 minutes. The time shall star t when the first dog
enters the bird field, except that a dog may be
disqualified if it has cut the specified course in
order to reach the bird field, in which case time
star ts when the second dog enters. Other wise
the Judges, or the Marshal if instr ucted by the
Judges,  shal l  see to  i t  that  both dogs in  each
brace are directed to the bird field at as nearly
the same time as possible. If one dog has strayed
or is other wise held up on the course, the brace-
mate and its handler may ordinarily proceed on
the course and enter the bird field unless other-
wise directed by a Judge.
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6-D Time out shall not be called when a dog is on
point in the bird field unless so specified in the pre-
mium list. If time out is called when a dog is on point
in the bird field, its bracemate shall be stopped.

6-E In a Derby Stake, if the second dog is not
on point  or  backing,  i ts  handler may,  without
penal ty,  hold  or  other wise  contro l  the  dog i f
there is  any l ikel ihood that i t  would inter fere
with the dog on point.

6-F A dog that is on point, roading, or obvious-
ly on game, when time is up, shall be allowed a
reasonable time to complete its work.

6-G Judges must discourage and may penalize
for continuous or excessive noise or loud vocaliz-
ing by handlers in any stake, and par ticularly in
Gun Dog Stakes.  Fai lure  to  heed the Judges ’
instructions may result in disqualification.

6-H Any intimidation or blocking to restrain a
dog  f r om br eak ing  to  w ing  or  sho t  sha l l  be
severely penalized. 

6-I A dog that works with a minimum of han-
dling or commands must be given credit in a Gun
Dog, All-Age, Limited Gun Dog or Limited All-
Age Stake, whether Amateur or Open Stakes.

6-J A dog that is out of judgment for a continuous
period of more than 5 minutes, or for more than 1/6
of the time specified for the heat if over 30 minutes,
shall not be placed unless seen on point by a Judge
or unless, in the opinion of the Judges, the dog’s
absence was due to unusual conditions.

6-K No person shall in any manner assist a han-
dler in controlling his dog. The Judges may dis-
qualify any dog if its handler receives assistance
in controlling the dog or if the dog receives direc-
tion of any kind from anyone except its handler.

After a dog has been on point in Gun Dog and All-
Age stakes, and has been steady to wing and shot,
and after the handler has collared the dog, the han-
dler may give the dog to a scout for the sole pur-
pose of allowing the handler to mount his horse.

6-L Any scouting for a dog shall be done by a
scout appointed by the handler of that dog. The
scout shal l  be named prior to the star t  of  the
brace and shall act solely with permission of one
or more of the Judges. A scout must not handle a
dog in any manner, except at the direction of a
Judge, and except as provided for in the second
paragraph of Procedure 6-K, above. Such viola-
tion will be cause for the dog to be immediately
ordered up by the Judges. When not scouting,
the scout shall  r ide behind the Judges,  but in
front of the galler y, so as to be readily available
to the Judges and handler.
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Scouts who disregard or disobey the instr uc-
tions of the Judges must be excused from fur ther
scouting by the Judges.  Judges may also order a
dog picked up for abuse of any of these provi-
sions by the scout (refer also to Procedure 2-E).

In amateur stakes, only an amateur shall be uti-
lized as a scout.

6-M No dog shall be picked up during a heat
except on direction or permission from a Judge.

6-N No one shall be permitted in the bird field
at any time during the running of a stake; except
for the Judges, the Of ficial Guns, and the han-
dlers of the competing dogs while the dogs are in
the bird field; and except for the Game Stewards
to the extent necessar y to release game.

6-O Promiscuous firing of guns or blank pistols
on the field trial grounds is prohibited. The han-
dler of a dog shall fire one blank and no more for
each flush of one or more birds.

6-P There shall be no training of dogs anywhere
on the course until the trial has been concluded.

For the purposes of this Procedure, roading a
dog behind the galler y is considered to be training.

This Procedure also intends that a check cord
cannot be used while a dog is under judgment in
any stake at an AKC-licensed or member club trial.

AKC approved electronic tracking collars will
be permitted in all stakes unless prohibited in the
Premium List. Use of the receivers will be permit-
ted only after the dog/dogs have been eliminated
from contention. Judges shall have complete con-
trol of the transmitters, receivers and their use.
Judges will inspect the collars prior to placement
on dogs. Judges will carr y the receiver, and when
the handlers are given the receiver, dogs will be
out of contention. Any misuse by handlers, scouts
or galler y members will be severely dealt with by
suspension and/or fines.

6-Q The Field Trial Committee and the Judges
shall not permit severe training, cor recting or
disciplining of dogs on any par t of the field trial
grounds. The Committee shall  investigate any
repor ts of such conduct or of any other conduct
prejudicial to the best interests of purebred dogs,
field trials, or The American Kennel Club. Any
person who conducts himself in a manner preju-
dicial to the best interests of the spor t shall be
dealt with promptly, during the trial if possible,
after the of fender has been notified of the specific
charges against him, and has been given an oppor-
tunity to be heard in his own defense, in accor-
dance with the Dealing with Misconduct Guide.

6-R The premium list for any licensed or mem-
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ber field trial must specify whether or not han-
dling from horseback will be permitted in any or
all stakes. If handling from horseback is permit-
ted in any stake, the club should have suitable
horses available. Mounted and foot handlers are
not to be segregated in the drawing.

The Judges shall  see to it  that any mounted
handler uses his horse only as a means of con-
veyance on the course and never as an active aid
in handling. The handlers shall  remain on the
specified course in front of the Judges and in the
Judges’ line of travel, except as necessar y to han-
dle a dog that is seen on point. The Judges shall
control the pace, whether both handlers are on
foo t  o r  bo th  a r e  mounted .  I f  one  hand ler  i s
mounted and the other is  on foot ,  the Judges
shall set a reasonable pace to accommodate the
foot handler. Mounted handlers must keep their
horses at a flat walk at all times unless other wise
authorized by a Judge.

A handler must always dismount before han-
dling his dog on game and before firing. No han-
dler’s horse may be brought into the bird field.

PROCEDURE 7. RETRIEVING STAKES
7-A The premium list for any licensed or mem-

ber field trial must identify any Retrieving Stake,
and must specify each stake in which birds are to
be shot.

It is mandator y that the Judges, gunners,
handlers of the working dogs and Marshals
wear a blaze orange outer garment (vest or
jacke t  as  a  min imum) in  any  Retr iev ing
Stake. When gunning is on course, galler y
must also wear a blaze orange outer gar-
ment (vest or jacket as a minimum).

7-B All shooting in any licensed, member or
sanctioned field trial  shall  be done by Of ficial
Guns only, and the Judges shall have complete
au thor i ty  over  a l l  such  shoo t ing .  They  may
require a change of Of ficial Guns at any time, and
may bar from fur ther shooting in that trial any
Of ficial Gun who does not abide strictly by safe
gunning rules.

Only breaking-type shotguns of open choke of at
least 20 gauge shall be used by the Of ficial Guns.

7-C Two Of ficial Guns are required for each
brace, one to accompany each handler. Provision
must also be made for alternate or stand-by Guns
in case they should be required.

7-D Of ficial Guns must be familiar with all of
the requirements of this Procedure.

7-E One Of ficial Gun must join each handler as
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he enters the bird field, or if a bird field is not
used, at a designated place on the course. The
Of ficial Gun must always keep himself in the cor-
rect position for safety of dogs and persons.

7-F Game should be shot cleanly, in a spor ts-
manlike manner, in full flight, at a distance that
w i l l  g i ve  the  dog  a  r easonab le  r e t r i eve .  An
Of f icial  Gun represents the handler up to the
time that game is shot, but must not inter fere or
assist in any manner with his work nor direct the
work of the dog.

7-G Game f lushed by a free r unning dog or
birds that flush wild shall not be shot except on
instructions from a Judge. If a bird does not fly
after an attempt to flush by a handler, it shall not
be shot on the ground except on instr uct ions
from a Judge.

7-H Of ficial Guns should wear game bags.
7 - I  Retr iev ing  is  r equir ed  in  a l l  Retr iev ing

Stakes and counts as an impor tant par t of a dog’s
per formance. After the shot, the handler shall
not command or signal the dog to retrieve until
the dog’s steadiness to wing and shot has been
positively demonstrated. The dog must retrieve
promptly, tenderly and absolutely to hand in all
retrieving stakes.

A dog that demonstrates a less than satisfactor y
retrieve shall not be placed.  A reasonable retrieve
satisfies the purpose of conser ving game.

If any dog that is being considered for place-
ment in a Retrieving Stake has not had an oppor tu-
nity to retrieve, the Judges must set up a retrieve
for the dog. A live game bird shall be planted and
the dog allowed to establish point. The handler
shall flush the bird, and the shooting shall be done
by no more than two Of ficial Guns.

7-J Once a dog has demonstrated steadiness to
wing and shot, and has been sent for the retrieve,
if it encounters a second bird, the dog may, with-
out  penalty,  point ,  stop to f lush or  at tempt to
retrieve the bird. If the retrieve is completed, the
dog shall  be credited with a complete retrieve
with no penalties.

PROCEDURE 8 .  MOTORIZED VEHICLES
Motorized vehicles are prohibited in all Pointing
Breed Field Trials except for All-Terrain Vehicles
(ATV), which may be used solely for the purpose
of liberating birds on course. ATVs must meet all
app l i cab le  gover nment ,  s t a te ,  and  federa l
requirements. 

ATVs are not allowed in birdfields.
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GLOSSARY OF TERMS
Acting Birdy—Demonstrating the presence

of game.
Alternate Handler—A second person desig-

nated on the of ficial entr y to handle a dog in a
field trial.

Attacking Dog—A dog willfully attempting to
do physical harm to another dog.

Backing—See Honoring.
Birdless—A dog completing its brace without

finding game. Except in Open Puppy stakes, bird-
less dogs are generally eliminated from consider-
ation for placement.

Blinking Birds—Scenting but deliberately
avoiding game.

Brace—A pair of dogs (2 dogs).
Break Away—The point  at  which a course

begins.
Breaking—Leaving before, or without having

been sent.
Bumping Birds—Scenting and then causing

game to fly without establishing point.
Bye-Dog—A dog drawn as the last dog in a

stake without a bracemate.
Call Back—An oppor tunity af forded a dog by

the Judges after completion of its initial run. This
is done to give a dog an oppor tunity to compete
fur ther, or to allow a dog to demonstrate a stake
requirement, such as retrieving or honoring.

Cast—The direction and range demonstrated
by a dog while seeking game.

Collaring—The act of grasping a dog’s collar
to control it or cast it in another direction.

Course—The designated route on which the
dogs will per form.

Course Objectives—Variations in the terrain
and/or vegetative cover which could hold game.

Cover—The vegetation on course.
Delayed Chase—Running in the direction of

flushed game after either pointing, honoring or
stopping to flush instead of obeying the handler’s
command to cast of f in a dif ferent direction.

Fetch—One of a number of  commands that
can be given to a dog to release it to demonstrate
a retrieve.

Find—Game located when a dog is hunting.
Flash Point—momentar y pause, not accept-

able for a Derby placement.
Galler y—Obser vers of a field trial.
Game—Upland birds, except in Open Puppy

were pigeons  can be used.

53

RFTPNT_Text_11_05_WEB  1/25/06  9:13 AM  Page 53



Gunshy—Afraid of gunfire.
Hacking—Verbal intimidation of a dog.
Hand le r —The person handl ing a  dog in  a

trial. 
Heeling Of f—The act of verbally causing a

dog to walk at a handler’s side.
Honoring—When a dog stops immediately or

within a few steps, usually in a pointing stance,
upon obser ving a bracemate on point.

Inter ference—When a dog willfully hinders
or impedes the per formance of a bracemate.

Line Running—Running in a straight away
manner without  quar ter ing or  seeking objec -
tives.

Mark—The characteristic of a dog to watch, or
mark, the flight and/or fall of a bird.

Order Up a Dog—The Judges’ command to a
handler to remove his dog from the course upon
completion of judging or for an infraction that
disqualifies the dog.

Pick Up a Dog—When a dog is removed from
fur ther judgement.

Pointing—When a dog indicates the presence
and position of game by standing immobile and
directing its muzzle toward it.

Pointing Intensity—Same as above but with
exceptional concentration, power or force.

Pointing Style—The degree of intensity, lofti-
ness or elegance a dog demonstrates while point-
ing.

Quar tering—To laterally traverse (back and
for th) an area of  ground while advancing for -
ward.

Range/ r un —The d is tance  a t  which a  dog
works from the handler.

Release a Dog—To send a dog on.
Reloca te  a  Dog—To release a  dog from a

point or honor and move the dog on, usually to
relocate moving game.

Retrieve—To find and bring back shot game.
Roading a Bird—The repeated pointing and

relocating demonstrated by a dog while following
the ground scent trail of a bird.

Running Order—A listing of the bracing and
running order of dogs entered in all stakes in a
field trial.

Running Style—The manner in which a dog
traverses a course, including speed and ef ficien-
cy in movement.

Scou t —A person,  genera l ly  mounted ,  d is -
pa tched  by  a  handler,  w i th  the  appr ova l  o f  a
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judge, to seek out and repor t the presence and
behavior of a dog under judgement.

Scratch a Dog—To withdraw a dog from com-
petition after the drawing but before competing.

Severely Penalize—To impose a punishment
or handicap upon a dog for a breach of manners
or some other serious fault. Generally, a dog that
has been severely penalized once during judge-
ment should not receive championship points. A
dog that has been severely penalized more than
once should not receive a placement.

Shotgun Range—The ef fect ive range of  a
shotgun, generally about 20-50 yards.

Stake—A competitive categor y in a field trial.
See Chapter 17, Section 2.

Steady-to-Shot—Maintaining a point during
the flight of, and the shot(s) for a flushed bird.

Steady-to-Wing—Maintaining a point during
the flight of a flushed bird.

Stea l ing  Po in t—A dog that  s teals  a  point
makes continued movement into the area where
the game is present after obser ving another dog
on point, rather than honoring.

Stop-to-Flush—When a dog stops after obser v-
ing the flush of a bird.

Tracking—To follow using scent.
Whoa a Dog—A command used to cause a dog

to stop and stand.

POINTING BREED FIELD TRIAL JUDGES
GUIDELINES

1. Mounted handlers must keep horses at a flat
walk. Judges control the pace.

2. Ins t r uc t  your  hand lers  to  r emain  on  the
course.

3. Do not allow handlers to ride of f with their
dogs or push their dogs into birdy areas.

4. Instruct your Marshal to control the galler y
at all times.
A. Stay together.
B. Do not gallop to a dog on point.
C. Do not handle a dog.

5. A scout cannot handle a dog in any manner
except at the direction of the Judges. Only an
Amateur  can  ac t  as  a  scou t  in  Amateur
stakes.

6. In retrieving stakes,  handlers must never
pick up the bird and throw it, unless unusual
circumstances exist, and the Judge instructs
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the handler to do so.
7. Handlers should never block the dog’s view to

restrain it from breaking to wing or shot. This
is severely penalized.

8. Judges should make ever y ef for t to allow the
dog to demonstrate its steadiness to wing and
shot. Dogs should be sent to retrieve only
after demonstrating steadiness with the bird
on the ground.

9. Dogs must  retr ieve absolutely  to  hand in
retrieving stakes.

10. In retrieving stakes, one of the of ficial guns
must join each handler as the handler enters
the bird field or at a designated place on the
course when following on horseback.

11. Judges must discourage and may penalize
handlers for continuous or excessive loud
vocalizing when handling dogs, par ticularly
in a gun dog stake.

12. No electronic or dummy electronic devices
may be  wor n  by  a  dog whi le  compet ing ,
except for an approved electronic tracking
collar.

13. Severe training or correction is not permitted
on the field trial grounds.

14. Remember, dogs must find and point birds in
the Derby stake.

15. Dogs must find and point birds and demon-
strate steadiness in all adult stakes.

16. Dogs in Gun Dog and All -Age stakes must
honor when encountering their bracemate on
point. In order to execute a proper honor, a
dog must see the pointing dog before being
commanded to stop, and must clearly demon-
strate that it is honoring and not merely held
by command. A dog that honors naturally,
requiring no command to stop, must be given
more credit for bird work than a dog requir-
ing a command.

17. A dog that is out of judgement for a continu-
ous period of more than five minutes (or for
more than 1/6 of the running time if over 30
minutes) cannot be placed unless seen on
point by a Judge,  or unless in the Judge’s
opinion the absence was due to unusual con-
ditions.
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POINTING BREED FIELD TRIAL 
GALLERY ETIQUETTE

Members of the field trial galler y must remem-
ber that they are spectators and should do nothing
that would distract dogs in competition, handlers,
or judges.  The following Galler y Etiquette should
help make ever yone’s experience a good one.

• The galler y must not fan out across the field
or straggle too far behind. 

• It is impor tant to be cour teous to the other
members of the galler y.  

• Do ride quietly and do not volunteer informa-
tion unless it has been requested.

• The marshal is in control of the galler y at all
times.  The galler y may not move in front of
the marshal, judges or handlers.  Do not ride
past a handler who is mounting a horse after
casting of f, or after bird work.   If the dogs in
a brace become separated, only the appointed
scout may move for ward ( in the case of  a
National, the scribe and judge’s marshal may
also move up) with the handler and judge;
unless given permission by the judge to move
on, other members of the galler y must remain
behind the marshal. 

• I f  a  dog or  handler  i s  t r y ing  to  come up
through a mounted galler y, move aside and
let them through.  When a dog is called on
point, do not gallop to the dog, but ride quiet-
ly behind the marshal to a place where the
bird work may be obser ved. (Can you imagine
what thundering hooves must feel and sound
like to the birds, or the dog?)

• AKC regulat ions prohibit  members of  the
galler y from talking to the judges.  Please
keep this  in  mind and do not  d is tract  the
judges.  It only takes a split second to miss an
oppor tunity to evaluate a dog working.

Be sure to practice good spor tsmanship and
safe horsemanship; riding in the galler y should be
fun for all.

TRACKING COLLARS
The use of the tracking collar at a recognized field
trial is at the sole discretion of the host club.  Only
AKC-approved models may be used.  The
owner/handler is responsible for providing the
tracking collar if he or she wishes to use a track-
ing device.
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The regulations for the use of a tracking collar in
all recognized stakes are as follows:

• The radio transmitter placed on the dog is to
weigh no more than five (5) ounces.

• If a handler elects to use the transmitting collar
on his or her dog, only one other identification-
type collar is permitted to be on the dog.  The
tracking collar shall remain on the dog during
the entire heat; if a handler elects to remove the
tracking collar, that dog shall be considered out
of judgement.

• The handheld receiver shall be kept in the pos-
session of the judges or the marshall only.

• The handheld locating receiver can only be used
after the dog is determined to be out of judge-
ment.

• The use of the tracking collar is elective and for
no reason should the running of a stake be held
up due to the lack of available equipment.

• Each club shall provide the judges with a copy of
this page concerning the use of tracking collars
at the AKC Pointing Breed Field Trials.

• Any person using a locating receiver to locate a
dog currently in judgement and prior to of ficial
authorization of its use by one of the judges,
shall disqualify the dog in that stake and the
of fenders shall be disqualified from that field
trial.

• Special Training Collars used to control and
train dogs including but not limited to collars
with prongs, electronic collars used with trans-
mitters, muzzles and head collars may not be
used on dogs at AKC events, except as allowed
in the AKC Rules, Regulations, and Policies.
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NOTICE

This issue of the Field Trial Rules and 
Standard Procedures for Pointing Breeds
contains all revisions effective as of 
January, 2006.

Note: The Registration Rules and Discipline
Rules (formerly Chapters 2, 15 and 16) are
published in a separate booklet (Rules
Applying to Registration and Discipline).

Complete text of booklet available at: www.akc.org

To order booklet(s), contact the AKC at:
The American Kennel Club Order Desk

5580 Centerview Drive
Raleigh, NC 27606-3390

Tel: (919) 233-9767
E-mail: orderdesk@akc.org

AKC is a registered trademark of 
The American Kennel Club, Inc.

© 2005, The American Kennel Club, Inc.
5580 Centerview Drive
Raleigh, NC 27606-3390

RFTPNT (11/05)

The italicized portions of this book are not
rules but are either 

regulations or explanations.
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